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SCHOOL  DAZE 

ASPIRING  BOARD  MEMBERS  FACE 
TOUGH  CHOICES 


by  Brian  Doohan 

l^thin  a few  days  thousands  of  Mis- 
sion youth  will  be  heading  back  to  school 
while  parents,  teachers,  administrators  and  the 
School  Board  wrangle  over  complicated  issues 
of  finances,  race  and  an  increasingly 
troublesome  decline  in  educational  standards 
and  resources  at  a time  when  America’s 
workforce  is  widely  perceived  as  falling  be- 
hind. 

Or  maybe  they  won’t  - such  is  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  state’s  budget  crisis. 

San  Francisco  school  board  finanoe  chief 
Bob  Golton  was  did  not  respond  to  News  calls 
(no  doubt  because  of  the  budget  crunch)  but 
did  release  a statement  late  in  the  month  to  the 
effect  that  about  400  positions  would  be 
eliminated.  Most  would  be  through  attrition, 
but  over  100  paraprofessionals  would  likely 
be  laid  off.  The  magnitude  of  state  budget 
cuts  to  local  boards  of  education  remained  un- 
resolved at  presstime. 

Mission  parents  made  their  presence 
known  in  August  at  a press  conference  before 
a school  board  meeting,  and  at  a subcommit- 
tee meeting  of  the  Mayor’s  Mission  Task 
Force,  which  incoming  Superintendent  Wal- 
demar  (Bill)  Rojas  was  expected  to  attend. 
But  Rojas  was  a no-show,  adding  to  the  per- 
ception that  the  neighborhood  is  a low 
priority. 

The  relationship  between  the  schools  and 
San  Frandsco’s  Recreation  and  Parks  Depart- 
ment was  discussed  at  the  Task  Force  meeting 
In  the  70s,  according  to  committee  chair  Frank 
Lopez,  students  from  San  Frandsco  State 
were  involved  in  internship  programs  but  the 
project  was  dropped.  Ever  since  then,  the  con- 
cept of  child  care  as  educational  supplement 
has  been  retreating  as  workers,  faced  with  low 


pay  and  poor  conditions,  are  able  to  serve  as 
little  more  than  jailers. 

“There  are  college  students  who  need 
college  credit,”  one  parent  suggested,  “high 
school  students  who  need  high  school  credit, 
they  wouldn’t  cost  anything  and  some  way 
ought  to  be  found  to  get  them  in  here.” 

The  parents  who  held  a press  conference 
at  James  Lick  School  before  the  school  board 
meeting  voiced  other  concerns,  including  the 
paudty  of  minority  teachers  and  the  infrequent 
scheduling  of  required  courses. 

These  decisions  will  fall  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  School  Board  members  to  be  elected 
this  November.  The  lack  of  funds  and  the 
highly  politicized  nature  of  the  positions 
caused  three  of  the  four  incumbents  to  retire, 
leading  to  an  unprecedented  set  of  circumstan- 
ces... the  opportunity  has  never  been  greater 
for  someone  to  be  elected  but,  then  again,  why 
would  they  want  the  job? 

Nonetheless,  sixteen  brave  or  foolish 
souls  have  filed  for  election  and  the  News 
asked  the  major  candidates  to  offer  a brief 
explanation  of  what  they  could  do  for 
Mission  youth  and  rate  their  budgetary 
priorities  from  a list  of  twenty  provided. 
Those  who  replied  are: 

Tom  Chester  - Smaller  class  size  as  the 
primary  district  objective.  Bring  more  adults 
into  the  schools  by  strengthening  volunteer 
programs.  Make  school  reform  a major  issue 
for  city  officials  and  business  leaders. 
Strengthen  bilingual  education.  Give  more 
power  to  parents,  teachers  and  principals.  Ex- 
plore with  private  and  parochial  schools  ways 
to  address  common  problems  and  share  exper- 
tise." Highest  budget  priority:  Desegregation, 
Teacher  and  paraprofessional  salaries,  Bilin- 
gual and  latchkey  services.  Lowest  priority: 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  9 


BEAT  COP 
PROGRAM  ADRIFT 


BURNOUT  FACTOR  TAKES  ATOLL 


by  Victor  Miller 

Vhe  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
effort  to  reintroduce  beat  cops  to  the  City’s 
neighborhoods  is  in  crisis.  The  Community 
Police  Officer  Program  (CPOP),  which  began 
as  a high  profile  pilot  program  in  the  16th  and 
Mission  area  three  years  ago,  now  covers  the 
whole  city  but  neighbors  complain  that  the 
once  easily-accessible  beat  officers  are  hard  to 
reach  by  phone  and  less  and  less  evident  on 
the  street. 

A familiar  face  patrolling  a designated 


area  getting  to  know  the  people  and  their 
problems;  this  was  the  CPOP  concept  and  it 
became  extremely  popular  with  residents  and 
business.  Demands  for  CPOP  officers’  user- 
friendly  assistance  in  solving  neighborhood 
disputes  and  quality  of  life  issues  increased 
dramatically  as  the  program  became  more 
widely  known. 

At  the  same  time,  the  CPOP  became  the 
perceived  solution  for  everybody’s  pet  peeve, 
giving  officers  an  ever  expanding  range  of 
problems  with  no  clearly  defined  priorities 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5 


CHILDCARE  SITE 
FIREBOMBED 


by  Brian  Doohan 

w.  is  being  termed  a probably 
retaliatory  firebombing  of  a house  just  off 
Dolores  Park  on  August  27th  could  have  been 
far  worse  had  it  occurred  during  the  daytime 
instead  of  after  midnight  because  the 
building’s  tenant  operated  a day  care  center 
serving  numerous  Mission  children. 

“Even  though  neighbors  and  the  police 
have  urged  us  to  stay,"  said  Susan  Finnegan, 
who  will  be  moving  her  home  and  business  to 
an  undisclosed  location,  “I  can’t  expect 
parents  to  bring  their  children  here  now.  I’m  a 
mother,  first.” 

Finnegan,  Garland  Horton  and  their  three 
year  old  son  were  awakened  by  a barrage  of 
firebombs  hurled  at  the  building  shortly  after  1 
AM.  Two  of  the  incendiary  devices  crashed 
through  windows  and  started  a fire,  but  it  was 


put  out  without  injury  to  any  of  the  residents. 

Earlier,  Finnegan  had  assisted  police 
fighting  an  upsurge  in  drug  dealing  and  related 
violence  by  pointing  out  a suspect  who  was 
questioned,  then  released. 

Dolores  Park  has  had  an  ongoing  drug 
problem  for  years,  but  Finnegan  told  the  News 
that  conditions  have  rapidly  deteriorated. 
“The  drug  trafficking  has  gone  from  easygo- 
ing marijuana  dealers  to  blatant  hard  drug 
sales.  Crack  vials  are  all  over  the  place. 
There  have  been  three  or  four  shootings,  the 
last  was  just  a month  ago  but  they  don’t  know 
if  it  was  drug  related.” 

Acting  Mission  Station  Captain  Richard 
Racine  noted  that  80  arrests  of  drug  dealers 
and  their  customers  had  occurred  in  the  past 
month.  During  one  weekend,  11  of  15  ar- 
rested dealers  were  undocumented,  leading 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 
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Furnishings  & Moving 
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EVERYTHING  FOR  HOME 
AND  OFFICE 
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24TH  STREET  FESTIVAL’S  BOLD  MOVE 


MECA  DROPS  TOBACCO  SPONSORS 


AND  ENDS  ALCOHOL  SALES 


by  Victor  Miller 


Th, 


his  year’s  24th  Street  Festival  de  las 
Americas  will  celebrate  not  only  the  inde- 
pendence day  of  eight  Latin  American 
countries,  (Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Honduras, 
Costa  Rica,  El  Salvador,  Chile,  Brazil  and 
Guatemala)  but  also  the  Festival’s  inde- 
pendence from  tobacco  company  sponsorship 
and  beer  sales  as  revenue.  This  will  make  the 
Sunday,  September  13th  event  unique  among 
San  Francisco  street  fairs,  the  trend  setter  of 
the  90s. 

The  decision  by  festival  producers  Mis- 
sion Economic  and  Cultural  Association 
(MECA)  and  the  24th  Street  Merchants’  As- 
sociation comes  at  a time  of  increasing  com- 
munity awareness  of  the  adverse  effects  of 
both  alcohol  and  tobacco  on  the  Latino  com- 
munity. When  the  festival  began  seven  years 
ago,  MECA  and  the  Merchants’  Association 
were  unable  to  gain  the  sponsorship  of  non-al- 
cohol and  tobacco  related  corporations.  In  the 
last  few  years,  a growing  Latino  market  and  a 
wider  appreciation  of  Latino  culture  have 
made  for  larger  numbers  of  corporate  spon- 
sors. MECA  and  the  Merchants’  Association 
have  now  reached  a point  where  community 


pressure  to  eliminate  booze  and  nicotine  as 
prominent  features  of  the  celebration  and  the 
economic  feasibility  of  doing  so  coincide.  At 
least  they  hope  so  • 

So  those  who  have  been  the  most  critical 
of  the  festival’s  smoke  and  drink  aspects 
should  come  out  in  force  to  eat  their  weight  in 
pupusas  and  dance  their  socks  off  to  the  tune 
of  this  year’s  headline  band,  TIERRA. 

TIERRA,  (appearing  4 - 6 PM  on  the 
Harrison  Street  stage,  is  one  of  Fifteen  musical 
and  dance  groups  that  will  appear  on  three 
stages  - Hampshire,  Harrison  and  Folsom  at 
24th  between  11  AM  and  6 PM.  TIERRA, 
which  has  a decade  of  hits  behind  it,  is  an  East 
Los  Angeles  band  with  a hot  R&B  sound  that 
is  heavily  influenced  by  Salsa.  The  group  has 
performed  at  Carnegie  Hall,  on  American 
Bandstand  and  Soul  Train. 

In  addition  to  TIERRA  is  the  ever 
popular  EL  CHICANO  (2-3  PM,  Harrison), 
the  LATIN  JAZZ  QUINTET  (11  am  - Noon, 
Folsom),  FOLKLORICO  NACIONAL 
MEXICANO  (2  - 2:30  pm,  Folsom),  two 
hours  of  youth  entertainment  (11  AM  - 1 PM, 
Hampshire)  and  LOS  SUPER  SONICAS 
(3:45  - 6 PM,  Hampshire). 

Although  the  festival  stretches  for  twelve 


OPEN  7 DAYS 


M • F 9:30  - 6:30 
SAT  10 -5:30*  SUN  11  -5 


QUALITY  FILM  DEVELOPING  IN  ONE  HOUR 

• Jumbo  4x6  Prints 

• On-sile  Enlargement  to  20  * 30 

• I 10  - 126  - 135  • ’.20  Processing 

• Slide  to  Print  & Print  to  Print 

• Instont  Possport  Photos 

• Photo  Studio 
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2859  Mission  (Bet.  24th  & 25th  Streets)  648-6698 


24th  Street  Fair  headliner  Tierra. 


blocks  from  Mission  to  Hampshire  on  24th 
Street,  the  first  block  between  Mission  and 
Capp  will  be  especially  interesting,  since  it 
will  display  the  multifaceted  talents  to  be 
found  in  the  Mission  Cultural  Center.  The 
Cultural  Center,  which  offers  a number  of  low 
cost  classes  in  fields  such  as  dance,  poetry, 
music  and  photography,  houses  Teatro  Mis- 
sion and  Mission  Grafica. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  providing 
a full  day  of  entertainment  for  the  family  that 
includes  Mascaritas,  a bilingual  puppet 
theater,  Mission  Grafica  textiles  and  posters, 
dance  and  musical  performances  by  teachers 
and  students  at  cultural  center  classes  and  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense/500  Years  of  Resis- 
tance Art  Show. 

At  Bryant  and  24th  there  will  be  some- 
thing for  even  the  youngest  of  revelers,  the 
Huggies  Baby  Derby.  Throughout  the  day, 
special  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  the  tiniest  of 
tiny  tots  who  run  in  the  “crawl  race”. 

Also  at  Bryant  for  slightly  older  children, 


there  will  be  games  and  activities  galore,  in- 
cluding a bean  bag  toss,  wheel  of  fortune  and 
face  painting.  The  Mission  Library  will  pro- 
vide story  telling,  and  the  SPCA  will  be  there 
with  animals  from  their  adopt-a-pet  program. 
For  older  kids  and  teens,  some  of  the  Bay 
Areas  classiest  custom  cars  will  be  on  display. 

Last,  but  not  least,  will  be  the  many 
delights  to  eye  and  palate.  The  richness  of 
Latin  American  cuisine  and  finely  crafted 
works  of  art  will  fill  the  street  with  the  tastes, 
sights,  sounds  and  aromas  of  a Latin  mercado, 
a tradition  that  continues  in  the  Mission 
District’s  24th  Street  Latin  Quarter  throughout 
the  year. 

So  get  on  out  there  on  September  13th 
and  celebrate  eight  independence  days,  the 
City’s  most  public  health  conscious  event  and 
the  many  fine  features  of  the  most  multicul- 
tural of  neighborhoods. 

For  more  event  information,  contact 
MECA  at  826-1401. 


J.O.R.E. 

LEATHER  DESIGNER 

REPAIRS  AND  ALTERATIONS 
CUSTOM  TAILORING  TO  FIT  YOU 

VESTS  • JACKETS  • PANTS  ■ SKIRTS  and  much  more 

Professional,  Reliable  and  Quality  Service 
for  MEN  and  WOMEN 


WE  ALSO  MAKE 
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CUSTOM  FITTINGS, 
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3128  - 16TH  STREET  • SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

Gus  Campos  - General  Manager 
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NOW  OFFERING: 


HOURLY  RENTALS 


IBM  Computers  / Typewriters 


EXTENDED  SERVICE  HOURS 

Now  from  8:00  am! 


COMPUTER  SALES  & TRAINING 


We  also  continue  to  provide  our  customary 
professional,  fast  and  affordable  services: 

. SECRETARIAL 
. WORD  PROCESSING 
. RESUMES 

. TAPE  TRANSCRIPTIONS 
. TRANSLATIONS 
. DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 
. TYPESETTING 
. FAX 

. NOTARY  PUBLIC 


the 

OFFICE  HOURS: 
Monday  - Friday 
8 AM -6  PM 

Ell/ES 

Saturday 
10:30  - 2:30  pm 
Call  for  emergencies  ! 

OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 

3362  - 24th  Street  • S.F.  CA  94110 
(415)  824-4418  • FAX  285-5731 


Guardian  Angels  keep  watch  at  firebombing  site.  Photo  by  Joe  Hakim 


FIREBOMBED 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 


Racine  to  note  that  “there  have  been  robberies 
and  attempted  robberies  of  these  dealers,  they 
can’t  go  to  the  police.” 

Inspector  Roy  Sullivan,  who  is  conduct- 
ing the  investigation  for  the  Arson  Task  Force, 
said  “we’re  still  talking  to  people”,  and  Mis- 
sion Station  community  relations  officer  Joe 
Clemons  acknowledged  that  officers  “would 
like  to  talk”  to  the  man  arrested  at  Finnegan’s 
initiative,  but  he  apparently  has  gone  into 
hiding. 

Following  the  incident,  police  patrols  in- 
creased in  the  park  area,  supplemented  by  the 
Guardian  Angels.  “The  police  are  doing  all 
they  can  with  all  of  the  problems  at  Mission 
Station,”  Finnegan  said,  “but  the  group  of 
people  dealing  drugs  has  changed,  they’re 
more  bold  and  brazen.” 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  best  hope  for  crack- 
ing this  case  may  still  be  the  drug  dealers 
themselves.  As  in  other  communities  where 


children  have  been  murdered  or  endangered, 
police  and  community  pressure  greatly  in- 
creases and,  despite  Mission  Station’s  chronic 
understaffmg,  it  is  a safe  assumption  that  the 
drug  business  in  Dolores  Park  will  be  serious- 
ly impacted  until  the  firebomber  is  caught. 

Criminals  are  businesspeople  too. 
Knowing  that  they  will  be  hurt  economically 
as  long  as  the  case  is  open,  sooner  or  later 
someone  is  apt  to  turn  the  torch  in.  Criminals 
who  harm  children  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pecking  order  - even  in  the  state’s  toughest 
prisons  and,  as  Racine  said,  “we  have  the  pres- 
sure on” 

He  also  advised  that  crime  witnesses  not 
follow  Finnegan’s  mistake  of  notifying  an  of- 
ficer in  the  presence  of  suspect  who  could 
identify  them  for  later  retaliation. 

Persons  with  information  on  the 
firebombing  should  call  Roy  Sullivan  of  the 
Arson  Task  Force  at  597-7990. 


You  ve  never  really  tried  MEXICAN  FOOD  until  you've  been  to. 


Puerto  Alegre  Restaurant  No.  1 

now  serving  the  best  Margantas  in  the  Bay  Area 
546  Valencia  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  255-8201 


Puerto  Alegre  Restaurant  No.2 

25th  & Bryant  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-7063 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

T Peter  Regstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S. 

Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryant  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


The  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  offers  you  the  opportunity  to 
target  the  market  of  your  choice. 

With  one  phone  call. 


• New  Bernal  Journal 

• Marina  Times 

• New  Fillmore 

• New  Mission  News 

• Sunset  Beacon 

• West  of  Twin 


• El  Tecolote 

• New  Bayview 

• North  Beach  NOW 

• Richmond  Review 

• Tenderloin  Times 
Peaks  Observer 


185,000  COMBINED  CIRCULATION 


Call  Victor  Miller  at  (41 5)  695-8702  for  more  details. 
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New  facilities,  administrative  salaries,  sports 
and  other  extracurricular  activities. 

Angie  Fa  - Reduce  class  size  and  dropout 
rates,  make  schools  safe  places  to  leam,  en- 
hance bilingual  education  and  improve  cur- 
riculum. Challenge  federal  and  state  cuts  to 
education,  obtain  new  revenue  sources 
through  State  Senate  legislation  to  eliminate  a 
Prop.  13  loophole  that  lets  corporations 
change  hands  without  paying  the  same  new 
ownership  rates  homeowners  do."  Lowest 
priority:  new  facilities.  Highest:  everything 
else. 

Catania  Galvan  - Stop  looking  at  teach- 
ing as  a business,  Cut  top  heavy  administra- 
tion and  hire  and  maintain  top  quality 
educators.  Involve  more  of  the  retired  corn- 


studies.  Low  priority:  new  facilities  and  main- 
tenance, interschool  sports,  bilingual  studies. 

Janet  Shirley:  More  bilingual  services  to 
Mission  parents  to  involve  them  in  school  ac- 
tivity. Hiring  of  minority  and  bilingual 
teachers,  promote  bilingual  community  meet- 
ings and  parent  information  services.  High 
priority:  Remedial,  advanced,  vocational, 
adult  and  health  education.  Low  priority:  new 
facilities,  American  history  studies. 

Jill  Wynns:  More  cooperation  (and 
maybe  even  civility?)  at  School  Board  meet- 
ings. More  decision  making  by  neighborhood 
communities  such  as  the  Mission.  Specifical- 
ly notes  that  many  budget  items  are  linked 
with  other  departments,  suggests  collaboration 
with  other  agencies  in  administering  Prop.  J. 


munity  and  the  business  sector...  poll  parents 
as  to  what  they’d  like  to  see  in  schools.  High 
priority:  School/business  partnerships.  Low 
priority:  administrative  salaries,  remedial  and 
vocational  education. 

Carol  Kocivar  Target  funds  to  staff 
development  to  perfect  a variety  of  teaching 
techniques  to  help  Hispanic,  African- 
American  and  other  minority  students.  Link 
city,  county,  private  and  community  services 
(library,  recreation,  health  and  social  programs 
etc.)  with  school  programs.  High  priority: 
Staff  development.  Low  priority:  new 

facilities. 

Robert  Raven:  Increase  graduation  rate 
of  Mission  students  through  more  emphasis  on 
basic  skills,  vocational  training  and  internships 
and  after  school  activities.  More  community 
outreach  and  parent  education.  High  priority: 
Latchkey  services,  remedial  and  vocational 
education,  multicultural  and  American  history 


funds  in  such  areas  as  latchkey  services.  High 
priority:  special  services  (advanced,  remedial, 
vocational,  bilingual,  gay/lesbian,  health). 
Low  priority:  new  facilities  and  maintenance, 
advanced  education. 

Leland  Yee  (incumbent):  Cites  failure 
of  the  School  Board  to  preserve  the  Mission 
Education  Center,  would  continue  to  try  to 
return  it.  Prevent  drop  outs  and  push  outs, 
work  more  closely  with  other  child-serving 
agencies  both  private  and  public.  High 
priority:  Teacher  and  paraprofessional  salaries, 
most  multicultural  and  special  courses.  Low 
priority:  new  facilities,  adult  education. 

Also  running  are  Rev.  Amos  Brown,  a 
former  Community  College  Board  member, 
Enola  Maxwell  of  the  Potrero  Neighborhood 
House,  Richard  Brooks,  Michael  Caldwell, 
Barry  Gruber,  David  Hoag,  James  Howard, 
Steve  Phillips  and  Richard  Weissman. 


Your  Family  Hair  Care  Center 
All  Types  of  Waxing 
• Open  Monday  to  Saturday  • 
REAL  BEAUTY  FOR  REAL  PEOPLE 

3290  - 22nd  Street 

GLADYS  PEREZ 

(415)  826-1917 


Photography 

Fiestas  de  Quinceanera.  Other  Occasions. 
Family  Portraits.  Couples.  Children. 

WEDDINGS 

George  Azar  510/849-9119 
Joe  Hakim  415/285-4849 


SHOE  REPAIR  SPECIAL 

DON'T  GIVE  UP  ON  THOSE  OLD  SHOES! 
CHANCES  ARE  WE  CAN  EXTEND 
THEIR  LIFE  AND  LUSTRE! 

Women  Men 

$19.90  $24-90 

With  Coupon  With  Coupon 

Includes  new  half  soles  (rubber  sole  savers)  protective  soles,  new  heels 
(top  lifts),  repair  minor  tears,  clean  and  polish.  Valid  until  1 2/92. 

IN  THE  MISSION  IN  THE  HAIGHT 

2637  Mission  (between  22nd  & 23rd)  1736  Haight  Street  (at  Cole) 

282-2900  221-4453 

CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  SHOE  DEPARTMENTS 
IN  MOST  HEADLINES  LOCATIONS  


BATES  FLOATAWAYS 


The  Perfect  School  Shoe  ■ Comfort,  Durability  & Style 
Specially  Priced  For  Back  To  School 

$2490 

(Regular  s54.90| 

Best  Prices  On 

fepte**  BBOHV 

Gorilla  Work  Boots  Harness  Boots 

Industrial  Footwear  Cowboy  Boots 
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CHARTER  TROUBLE 


by  Mark  Mosher 

H4y  is  San  Francisco  always  in  the 
red?  A recent  study  by  the  non-partisan 
Mayor’s  Fiscal  Advisory  Committee  (MFAC) 
found  that  San  Francisco  provides  service 
levels  three  to  five  times  higher  than  com- 
parable cities  in  areas  ranging  from  public 
health  to  public  transportation.  San 
Francisco’s  public  salaries  — among  the 
highest  in  the  nation,  according  to  MFAC  — 
inflate  the  cost  of  these  services. 

Fart  of  the  problem  is  San  Francisco’s 
outmoded  City  Charter.  Part  organizational 
blueprint  and  part  personnel  handbook,  the 
current  Charter  was  drafted  in  1932  when  city 
leaders  were  more  concerned  with  stopping 
graft  and  corruption  than  with  operational  ef- 


ficiency. With  stronger,  modem  anti-corrup- 
tion laws  on  the  books,  the  Charter’s  dilution 
of  executive  and  legislative  power  seems  un- 
necessary. The  Charter  also  contains  detailed 
rules  dictating  the  hiring,  management  and 
pay  of  city  employees  that  are  clearly  out  of 
date.  As  a result,  we  have: 

Weak  Mayor  Syndrome 
According  to  critics,  the  Charter  makes 
managing  the  City’s  50  departments  more  dif- 
ficult because  the  Mayor  technically  cannot 
interfere  in  the  day  to  day  operation  of  depart- 
ments. Instead,  the  Mayor  must  appoint  com- 
missioners, some  of  whom  serve  for  fixed 
terms.  As  a result,  a newly  elected  Mayor 
may  face  holdover  commissioners  from  a past 
administration  who  do  not  share  his  or  her 
views  on  policy. 


The  Salary  Spiral 

Under  the  Charter,  salaries  of  city 
employees  not  set  through  collective  bargain- 
ing are  Set  by  salary  formulas  based  on  pay  in 
other  cities  and  in  the  private  sectors.  For  ex- 
ample, Muni  drivers’  pay  is  based  on  the  two 
highest-paying  transit  districts  in  the  country. 
As  a result,  they  make  almost  15  percent  more 
than  drivers  in  the  neighboring  San  Mateo 
County  Transit  District.  In  addition,  the 
Charter  gives  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors little  authority  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  raises  given  to  city  employees  — even 
when  San  Francisco  faces  massive  budget 
deficits.  They  can  only  block  automatic  salary 
increases  through  across-the-board  wage 
freezes. 

Charter  Reform 

Given  these  criticisms,  it  is  not  surprising 
there  have  been  attempts  to  reform  the  Charter 
— two  significant  ones  in  the  last  20  years 


alone.  But  the  Charter  is  not  an  easy  docu- 
ment to  reform.  First,  it  is  dense  and  very 
hard  to  understand.  Second,  Charter  reform 
initiatives  can  be  placed  don  the  ballot  only  by 
a vote  of  six  supervisors  or  40,000  petition 
signatures.  Approval  requires  a majority  of 
San  Francisco  voters. 

Still,  Charter  reform  does  happen.  Voters 
last  year  passed  Propositions  C,  D and  E 
which  allow  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to 
reform  most  areas  of  Civil  Service  operations, 
except  for  salary  setting  methods.  The  Com- 
mission anticipates  an  annual  savings  to  the 
City  of  $20  million  from  these  reforms.  In  ad- 
dition, State  Senator  Quentin  Kopp  has 
proposed  a package  of  nine  Charter  reform  in- 
itiatives that  may  qualify  for  the  ballot  in 
1993.  Mayor  Jordan  is  also  expected  to  sub- 
mit his  own  Charter  reform  package  for 
November,  1993. 


At  your  service. 


SMARTER  ENERGY  FOR  A BETTER  WORLD 


* \ 


% 


Loretta  Thomas-Forster,  PG&.E 


many  other  ways  as  we  support  local 
organizations  like  the  San  Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation,  The  Salvation  Army  Senior 
Activities  Center,  and  the  Chinese 
Newcomers  Service  Center. 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  save  energy  and  benefit  from  our 
partnership  with  San  Franciscos  neighbor- 
hoods, call  your  local  PG&.E  office  at 
(415)995-5796. 


Leo  Infenera,  PG&.E 


Dave  Powell,  PG&.E 


We’re  Building 
An  Energy-Efficient 
Community  together. 


PG&.E  and  the  San  Francisco  neigh- 
borhoods: A partnership  that  began  more 
than  a century  ago.  Today,  we  continue  to 
work  together  for  an  active,  involved,  and 
energy-efficient  community. 

PG&.E  not  only  delivers  gas  and 
electricity  to  your  homes  and  businesses,  but 
helps  you  save  energy  everyday  through: 

• Free  energy  inspections  offered  to  home- 
owners  and  apartment  residents,  complete 
with  energy-saving  recommendations  and 


devices  like  water  heater  blankets,  fluores- 
cent lights,  or  low-flow  shower  heads. 

• Rebates  on  the  installation  of  energy- 
saving appliances  and  insulation,  offered 
in  cooperation  with  the  Electric  and  Gas 
Industries  Association. 

• Free  analysis  of  lighting,  heating,  cooling 
and  other  energy-using  equipment  offered 
to  San  Francisco  apartment  and  multi-unit 
owners  and  managers. 

Wfe’re  a part  of  your  community  in 
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CLEAN  STREETS  FEVER 


In  an  explosion  of  cleanup  efforts  and 
volunteerism,  the  Mission  District  got  a badly 
needed  new  look.  On  August  15th,  the  Mis- 
sion Merchants’  Association,  in  conjunction 
with  the  city  wide  clean  streets  group  Neigh- 
bors to  Neighbors,  chaired  by  Frank  Jordan 
Jr.,  attacked  graffiti  and  litter  along  the  Mis- 
sion Street  corridor  between  Army  and  24th 
Streets. 

Hundreds  of  volunteers  converged  at  the 
24th  St.  BART  station  and  quickly  exhausted 
supplies  as  they  gave  a face  lift  to  a very 
heavily  tagged  portion  of  the  neighborhood. 
Mission  Merchants  President  A1  Ribaya  es- 
timated there  were  300-400  volunteers  at 
work.  Participants  came  from  the  24th  Street 
Merchants,  the  Guardian  Angels,  Victory  Out- 
reach, Mission  Economic  and  Cultural  As- 
sociation, Mission  Economic  Development 
Association,  KJQI  radio,  Walden  House,  Su- 
pervisoral  candidates  Barbara  Kaufman  and 
Adrian  Bermudez...  even  a group  of  people 
who  said  they  had  come  from  Nevada! 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Mission,  Super- 
visoral  candidate  Maria  Martinez  waged  what 
was  literally  a clean  campaign  that  enlisted  the 
help  of  several  dozen  volunteers  in  attacking 
grime  and  litter  at  what  is  perhaps  the 
neighborhood’s  toughest  block  - Mission  be- 
tween 16th  and  17th  Streets. 

Martinez,  whose  offices  are  just  around 
the  comer  on  17th  Street,  said  she  was 
amazed,  nut  just  by  the  support  of  local  mer- 
chants, but  by  the  enthusiastic  assistance  of 
the  local  hard  core  street  people.  Martinez 
says  she  will  keep  up  such  efforts  on  a regular 
basis. 

Later  in  the  month,  Mission  and  Valencia 


Streets  were  given  palm  trees,  adding  to  the 
already  tropical  nature  of  San  Francisco’s  sun- 
niest district.  The  trees  were  snapped  up  by 
the  Mission  after  Marina  neighbors  balked  at 
accepting  what  they  thought  to  be  to  Los  An- 
geles an  image  statement. 

At  Franklin  Square  Park  on  the  Mission’s 
northeast  corner  (Potrcro  and  Bryant),  72  kids 
aged  12-14  from  the  Mission,  Hunter’s  Point 
and  elsewhere  painted  the  normally  drab  park 
walls  with  a series  of  colorful  murals.  The 
project  was  directed  by  the  San  Francisco 
Conservation  Corps  in  conjunction  with  artists 
Barry  McGee  and  Rigo  ’92  from  the  Southern 
Exposure  Artists’  Collective. 

At  press  time,  a project  by  Kelley  Moore 
Paints  and  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce  was  underway  to  repaint  several 
Mission  schools  in  conjunction  with  parent 
and  student  volunteers. 


All  in  all,  August  was  a 4-star  month  for 
looking  good  in  the  Mission. 


CLEANUP  ORGANIZER  AND  MISSION 
MERCHANTS  PRESIDENT  AL  RIBAYA 
WITH  24 TH  STREET  MERCHANTS 
PRESIDENT  ROSA  RIVERA 


A PALM  TREE  RISES  ON  MISSION  STREET  WITH  THE  HELP  OF  RICARDO 
NOGUERA  (left)  WHO  OVERSEES  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SHOVEL  BEARING  MISSION 
MERCHANTS  PRESIDENT  AL  RIBAYA,  SUPERVISOR  JIM  GONZALEZ  AND 
ROBERTO  BAR  RAG  AN  OF  THE  MISSION  ECONOMIC  AND  DEVELOPMENT  ASSOC 


FRANKLIN  PARK  MURAL  PROJECT  PHOTO  BY  JOE  HAKIM 


WINNER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  SCIENCE 
DIET  EXCELLENCE  AWARD 


Science  Diet'  Feline  Growth"  gives  your  pregnant  or  nursing  cat  the  extra  nutrients 
she  needs.  It's  properly  balanced  for  your  kittens'  growth  too.  Treat  your  queen— or 
kittens— royally  with  Science  Diet. 


BERNIE’S  PET 
SUPPLIES 

WE  DELIVER  ($5.00  Service  Charge) 


1367  Valencia 

(Near  24st  and  BART) 
550-2323 


SCIENCE  DIET 


SI 


OrvrtJO*  04  rn.v Otr*l  COWIN' 


FRANK  JORDAN  JUNIOR  AND  GUARDIAN  ANGEL 
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A MULTICULTURAL  CENTER 


THREE  SATISFIED  CUSTOMERS  AT  COLUMBIA  PARK 


by  Joseph  Entin 

In  June,  as  public  schools  closed  their 
doors  for  three  months  and  concerns  about  es- 
calating gang  violence  rose  to  the  top  of  the 
Mission’s  worry  list,  the  Columbia  Park  Boys’ 
Club  settled  down  for  another  busy  summer 
supervising,  educating  and  entertaining  the 
district’s  youth. 

“In  school  I know  a lot  of  kids  who  are  in 
gangs.  But  in  here  (at  the  Boys’  Club),  they 
don’t  show  their  gang  colors.  When  they 
come  in  here,  they  come  to  have  fun,  and  not 
as  gang  members,’’  explains  18-year  old  Vinh 
Nguyen,  Columbia  Park’s  1991  “Youth  of  the 
Year”. 

Serving  1,440  Mission  district  youth  a 
year  and  up  to  400  kids  each  summer  day, 
Columbia  Park  must  be  considered  one  of  the 
community’s  primary  anti-gang,  youth  enrich- 
ment resources.  “A  lot  of  our  kids  are  gang 
affiliated,  but  when  they  come  through  the 
door,  we  become  the  gang,”  says  Jim 
Richards,  Executive  Director  of  the  Boys’ 
Club. 

Richards  says  that  the  Columbia  Park 
Club,  founded  in  1895  as  a youth  settlement 
house,  provides  the  same  brand  of  service 
today  as  when  it  first  opened:  building- 
centered,  professionally-  staffed,  every-day 
accessible,  low  or  no  cost  activities  geared 
especially  to  low-income  boys. 


Although  the  Club’s  spirit  has  remained 
the  same,  it’s  clear  that  the  organization  has 
adapted  to  the  times,  tailoring  its  traditional 
developmental  ethic  to  serve  a diverse, 
postmodern  kids  community.  “We  have  a 
truly  multi-cultural  program,”  says  Richards, 
alluding  to  the  fact  that  Club  staff  speak  five 
languages  - from  Tagalog  to  Spanish  to  Viet- 
namese. 

Much  more  than  a hang-out,  the  Club  of- 
fers a wide  range  of  enticing  activities  for 
youth,  facilitated  by  a dynamic  staff.  “We  are 
not  a recreation  center,"  Richards  emphasizes. 
“Every  room  has  a tull  time  staff  person  who 
devotes  8 hours  a day  to  working  with  kids  in 
one-to-one,  small  group  and  large  group 
processes." 

“We  have  an  obvious  advantage  over  the 
schools:  boys  come  here  because  they  choose 
to.  In  addition,  we  have  so  many  things  they 
want  to  do,”  Richards  explains.  The  Club’s 
building  houses  6 departments  on  two  floors 
and  includes  a Mackintosh  computer  lab,  a 
billiards  room,  a ceramics  studio,  and  a full 
photography  lab  (whose  roving  photographers 
supply  cover  photos  for  the  New  Mission 
News).  “We  probably  have  the  most 
developed  $5-a-year  art  program  in  the  city. 
Our  kids  do  outstanding  art  work!” 

One-half  of  the  Club  members  live  in 
single-parent  households.  Vinh  Nguyen,  who 
has  been  attending  the  Club  for  the  past  eleven 


years,  immigrated  to  the  United  States  from 
Vietnam  at  age  five  with  his  father.  His 
mother  and  two  sisters  remained  behind.  Vinh 
has  recently  been  selected  by  the  Bay  Area 
Discovery  Museum  as  one  of  the  “Ten  Bay 
Area  Kids  Who  Make  A Difference”  and  he 
will  attend  San  Francisco  State  in  September. 


“Growing  up,  I was  one  of  the  few  Asian 
kids  here,  but  it  was  easy  for  me  to  get  along 
because  everyone  is  so  friendly...  It’s  easy  to 
make  friends  here,"  Nguyen  says. 

The  Club  balances  a structured  program 
of  basic  skills  training  with  a progressive  em- 
phasis on  youth  creativity  and  independence. 
“Kids  self-select.  They  come  and  go  of  their 
own  volition  and  choose  what  activities  they 
want  jo  participate  in,”  Richards  asserts.  “We 
only  establish  those  rules  that  we  think  are 
necessary  for  the  group  to  get  along.  We 
don’t  have  all  kinds  of  crazy  rules.  We’re 
very  consistent  so  when  kids  come  from  a 
sometimes  very  inconsistent  environment  out 
on  the  street  or  in  the  home  or  even  in  the 
school,  they  come  to  Columbia  Park  and  know 
what  the  expectations  are:  they’re  supposed  to 
treat  each  other  with  respect,  and  to  be  safe, 
and  there’ll  be  someone  here  to  help  them  do 
that.” 

Richards  says  integrating  girls  into 
Columbia  Park  is  at  the  top  of  the  Club’s 
agenda.  The  Club  is  planning  a $2  million 
renovation  to  align  the  building  with  the  latest 
disability-  access  codes  and  to  provide  locker- 
rooms  for  girls. 

The  driving  goals  of  the  Club  are  to  help 
each  member  enter  high  school  at  grade  level 
and  “to  teach  them  that  they  have  the  capacity 
to  be  in  control  of  their  own  lives,"  according 
to  Richards. 

“The  desire  to  participate  and  to  learn  is 
in  every  kid.  They  want  to  belong.  They  join 
the  gangs  because  they  want  to  belong  to  an 
affinity  group.  At  Columbia  Park,  we’ve  just 
made  the  affinity  group  much  larger  and  in- 
clusive of  all  kids.” 


DRAGON  CITY  CAFE 

Grand  Cnen  15%  CfP! 

SPECIAL 

ESPECIAL 

BIRTHDAY  CAKE 

PASTEL  PARA  CUMPLEANOS 

WEDDING  CAKE 
PASTEL  PARA  BODAS 

DESIGN  CAKE 
DISENOS  PARA  PASTELES 

OCCASION  CAKE 
PASTEL  PARA  TODA  OCASION 


FOOD  TO  GO  * 

COMIDA  PARA  LLEVAR 

• 

BREAD 

PAN 

BREAKFAST 

DESAYUNO 

LUNCH  * 
ALMUERZO 

PASTRY 

REPOSTERIA 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
2367  Mission 

821-9718 


8 am  - 7 

20th  St. 


pm 


The  Columbia  Park  Boys’  Club  is  located  at 
450  Guerrero  St.  Phone  861-8232 
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USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


"We  are  all  in  the 
gutter,  but  some  of 
us  are  looking  at 
the  stars. " 

-Oscar  Wilde 


Hours:  Noon  lo  9 pm  Daily 

David  Gaines 
Wayne  Holder 

3686  201b  Sir  tel  (al  Guerrero) 
San  FraneiKO,  CA  648-0957 


♦CHINESE  FOOD 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS 


SEPTEMBER  1992 


PAGE  9 


CPOP 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 
other  than  dealing  with  the  most  persistent 
complainers.  This  has  led  to  a situation  of 
high  turnover  in  personnel  due  to  the  burnout, 
leading  to  changeovers  in  beat  assignments  so 
frequent  as  to  be  self  defeating  for  the  pro- 
gram. 

Eileen  Gold,  a realtor  who  has  been  ac- 
tive with  the  Dolores  Park  Coalition  told  the 
News  “CPOP  has  just  flopped.  It’s  impossible 
to  figure  out  who  our  CPOP  officer  is.” 

Jim  Klennon,  who  works  with  Calle  22,  a 
neighborhood  group  along  22nd  Street,  said 
“We  used  to  see  these  guys  all  the  time,  but 
now  where  are  they?” 

Hilda  Bernstein,  President  of  the  Liberty 
Hill  Association  called  CPOP  “Non-function- 
al.” 

On  June  5th,  the  Mayor’s  Taskforce  on 
the  Mission  (MTFM)  sent  a letter  to  Mission 
Station  Captain  John  Newlin  requesting  a 
meeting  to  re-evaluate  CPOP.  Receiving  no 
response,  the  MTFM  sent  a similar  request  to 
Commander  Jim  Arnold,  Newlin’s  immediate 
superior.  Still  getting  no  answer,  the  Task 
Force  recommended  to  the  Mayor  that  the 
CPOP  operation  be  suspended  until  the  com- 
munity and  CPOP  personnel  could  sit  down 
and  decide  where  the  program  was  going. 

Officer  Joanne  Welsh  served  as  CPOP 
coordinator  at  Mission  Station  until  transfer- 
ring to  Taraval  Station  last  month.  Welsh  was 
very  clear  on  what  CPOP  was  intended  to  be 
and  what  had  gone  wrong. 

“CPOP  was  intended  to  be  proactive, 
using  problem  solving  techniques  to  abate 
crime,  but  the  administration  of  our  depart- 
ment has  not  internalized  that  idea,  and  has 
used  CPOP  in  a very  reactive  way.  We  are 
simply  pulled  from  problem  to  problem  and 
CPOP  people  get  burned  because  we  have  no 
sense  of  accomplishment.  We  never  see  a 
result.” 

Besides  being  CPOP  coordinator  at  Mis- 
sion Station,  Welsh  was  also  in  charge  of  all 
special  events,  parades,  foot  races,  demonstra- 
tions etc.,  setting  up  a Youth  Court  and  being 
the  police  representative  on  the  city’s  Housing 
and  Building  code  enforcement  taskforce. 
This  last  assignment  seemed  to  be  ideally 
suited  to  the  CPOP  concept  of  local  problem 
solving,  and  especially  pertinent  to  the  prob- 
lem of  the  hell-hole  hotels  along  Mission  and 
Valencia  which  generate  tremendous  numbers 
of  calls  for  police  service. 

Welsh  had  had  some  significant  succes- 
ses in  a highly  publicized  crackdown  on  thd 
Grand  Southern  Hotel  last  year,  but  was  never 
given  the  time  or  resources  to  move  on  other 
buildings.  Consequently,  the  neighborhood’s 
other  43  residential  hotels  continue,  for  the 
most  part,  in  the  same  crime,  slum  and  sleaze 
tradition. 

The  City  Attorney’s  Office,  which  is 
charged  with  prosecuting  slumlord  cases,  has 
been  only  too  happy  to  dump  the  hotel  mess 
on  CPOP  but  Welsh  doesn’t  think  that’s 
realistic.  “For  action  on  the  hotels,  you  need 
support  from  a (police  department)  ad- 
ministration that  is  behind  the  project  and 
willing  to  change  priorities.” 

Sgt.  Larry  Ratti,  the  Mission  Station’s 
CPOP  coordinator,  sees  the  beat  cop  problem 
as  symptomatic  of  the  station’s  chronic  under- 
staffing.  “Nowhere  in  the  district  do  we  have 
the  resources  we  need.  Resources  are  moved 
from  one  area  to  another.” 

What  this  means  is  that  CPOP  officers 
are  not  easily  replaced  when  they  are  out  sick 
or  injured  because  other  cops  do  not  have 
CPOP  training.  Ratti  also  pointed  out  that 
people  expect  too  much  from  CPOP.  “We  are 


not  a cure  all.  CPOP  is  the  greatest  com- 
munity relations  play  in  the  world,  but  we 
can’t  do  everything.” 

Recently,  CPOP  has  been  swamped  with 
calls  from  angry  merchants  about  people  sell- 
ing mangos  from  unlicensed  street  corner 
stands.  CPOP  cops  were  delegated  to 
bodyguard  health  department  inspectors  who 
went  forth  to  cite  the  offending  mango  sellers. 
Officers  uniformly  hated  the  duty,  referring  to 
it  as  the  Mango  Task  Force. 

Ratti  believes  CPOP  needs  clear  indica- 
tion from  the  community  as  to  what  CPOP’s 
priorities  should  be,  in  order  for  the  program 
to  work. 

Both  he  and  Welsh  agree  that  too  many 
community  groups  are  pulling  CPOP,  making 
conflicting  demands  on  CPOP  personnel  and 
contributing  to  the  burnout  factor. 

Commander  Jim  Arnold,  while  admitting 
there  were  problems  with  officer  burnout,  said 
that  recently  instituted  reforms  would  correct 
some  of  the  problems.  “Initially  we  trained 
only  a few  patrol  officers  as  CPOP  personnel, 
but  not  lieutenants  or  captains.  CPOPs  were 
seen  as  a specialized  unit  and  just  another  way 
to  drain  off  radio  car  personnel.  They  were 
not  seen  as  real  cops,  but  they  are,  in  many 
cases,  busier  than  other  cops.  You  can  see 
that  by  the  burnout  factor.” 

According  to  Arnold,  all  SF  police  per- 
sonnel will  now  be  trained  in  the  CPOP  prob- 
lem solving,  proactive  approach,  allowing  for 
replacements  for  sick  and  injured  officers. 

Captain  Newlin  was  on  vacation  in 
August  and  acting  Mission  Station  Com- 
mander Richard  Racine  also  stressed  a more 
team-  oriented  approach  between  CPOP  and 
other  cops.  Racine  said  some  overlap  of  radio 
car  patrol  routes  and  CPOP  beats  would  also 
ease  the  workload.  He  4>  promised  to  better 
response  times  in  terms  of  answering  calls  and 
increased  presence  on  the  street.  He  cautioned 
that  “the  program  will  still  be  somewhat  reac- 
tive, to  respond  to  citizens’  concerns.” 

Sgt.  Steve  Johnson,  who  just  started 
working  with  Ratti  as  co-  supervisor  of  CPOP 
at  Mission  Station,  was  more  positive  about 
affirmative  efforts  by  CPOP.  He  said  such 
projects  would  include  joint  action  with  the 
state  parole  board  in  dealing  with  the  nearly 
1,000  parolees  in  the  Mission,  a Youth  Court 
and  an  attempt  to  revive  the  code  enforcement 
program  for  residential  hotels.  Johnson  also 
felt  utilizing  resources  such  as  UCSF  Police 
and  BART  Police  would  decrease  CPOP’s 
workload. 

Johnson  whimsically  opined  that 
manpower  problems  could  be  eased  consider- 
ably if  only  the  Capp  Street  hookers  would 
begin  to  sell  mangos. 

But  despite  these  proposed  internal 
reforms,  CPOP  remains  ambiguous  in  terms  of 
its  priorities  and  direction.  In  a diverse  and 
vocal  neighborhood  such  as  the  Mission,  this 
leaves  the  program  vulnerable  to  the  demands 
of  divergent  interests  and  conflicting  agendas. 
It  also  allows  CPOP  people  to  be  moved  off 
their  beats  to  fill  in  gaps  in  understaffed  Mis- 
sion Station. 

The  return  of  beat  cops  three  years  ago 
was  a refreshing  attempt  to  humanize  urban 
police  work  that  is  all  too  often  coldly  imper- 
sonal or  authoritarian.  It  was  a much 
needed  experiment  in  crime  prevention  which 
put  officers  in  the  role  of  problem  solvers, 
eliminating  chronic  sources  of  illegal  activity. 

Whether  these  are  realistic  expectations, 
given  today’s  increasingly  complex  and 
volatile  inner  city  landscape,  remains  to  be 
seen.  Is  the  idea  of  beat  cops  a bit  of  wisdom 
from  the  past  whose  time  has  come  again,  or 
merely  an  idea  whose  time  has  passed? 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  CROWN-UPS  > 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  del  s e-x  o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  sexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  toys. 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  every  day  1 1 a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  550-0827  . 


INTERNATIONAL 

GALLERY 

Exquisite  Gifts  from  Indonesia, 
Nepal,  Burma  & Thailand 

Tribal  Art  • Jewelry  • Collectible  Bronze 
Javanese  Puppets  • Wood  Carvings  • Unusual  Artifacts 
Masks  • Musical  Instruments  • Gongs 

(415)  621-0556 


KIpia/ 

506  Valencia  Street  @ 16th 

IxCW 

jcatio 

« San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
r Tues.-Sat.  11-7,  Sunday  12-6 

Wholesale  & Retail 

Our  quality  and  prices  distinguish  us 
from  other  importers.  Check  Us  Out! 


VAL 

21 

995  VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94 1 10 
821-6622 


A Whole  Foods 
Restaurant  and 
Natural  Juice 
Bar 

❖ 

Saturday  & 

Sunday  Brunch 


brunch 

Sat  & Sun 
LUNCH 

Mon  - Fri 
DINNER 

Sun  - Thurs 


10:00  - 3:00 


11:00  - 2:30 
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FOLSOM:  THE  SCOUNDREL 


Joseph  Libbey  Folsom  - his  appearance 
certainly  matched  his  personality. 


by  John  Barbey 

^^jptain  Joseph  Libbey  Folsom  was  a 
very  prominent  figure  in  the  earliest  history  of 
San  Francisco.  He  was  intelligent,  highly 
principled  according  to  the  standards  of  that 
day  and,  above  all,  very  ambitious. 

He  was  probably  the  first  supremely  suc- 
cessful real -estate  investor  here  and,  not 
surprisingly,  there  are  very  dark  shadows  on 
his  reputation. 

Folsom  graduated  with  honors  from  West 
Point  and  was  immediately  sent  to  active  duty; 
forcibly  removing  the  Seminole  tribe  from 
Florida  under  General  Worth  to  the  waste 
lands  of  Oklahoma  - a part  of  Andrew 
Jackson’s  terrible  removal  of  all  the  Indian 
tribes  from  the  Southeast  (which  included  the 
Cherokee  “Trail  of  Tears”).  He  performed 
this  ghastly  duty  well  and  was  promoted  to 
Second  Lieutenant. 

Folsom  then  taught  infantry  tactics  at 
West  Point  for  several  years  and  was  such  a 
good  teacher  that  the  Army  would  not  let  him 
join  his  fellow  officers  to  fight  in  the  war  with 
Mexico.  This  was  lucky  for  Folsom  as 
Mexico  was  victorious  at  this  point  and  all  the 
officers  in  his  regiment  were  killed. 

Then  the  Army  requested  volunteers  to 
secure  the  remote  outpost  of  Northern  Califor- 
nia and  Folsom,  showing  early  signs  of  ambi- 
tion, cheekily  requested  an  unprecedented 
double  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  ex- 
change for  his  acceptance.  He  was  elevated  to 
captain  on  the  day  of  his  departure. 

Folsom  was  made  head  of  the  Quarter- 
master Department  on  arrival  and,  after  a tour 
of  the  whole  Bay  Area,  he  personally  chose 


the  village  of  San  Francisco  - a significant 
boost  to  the  City’s  early  pre-eminence.  (It 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the 
wonderful  bawdy-houses  already  in  business 
there.)  With  what  little  money  he  had  Folsom 
acquired  small  bits  of  land  - then  made  his  big 
move. 

Exotic  looking  William  Alexander 
Leidesdorff,  the  most  prominent  merchant  of 
the  village,  died  young.  Well-beloved,  he  had 
a fine  house,  the  only  flower  garden  and  built 
the  City’s  first  horse  track  in  the  Mission  Dis- 
trict where  he  was  buried  at  Mission  Dolores 
after  a large  funeral. 

Gold  had  been  discovered  in  the  Sierras 
in  January  of  1846  and  its  presence  announced 
to  the  world  in  May.  In  June,  Folsom 
departed  to  the  far-off  West  Indies  to  buy 
LeidesdorfPs  properties  from  his  surviving 
relatives. 

Folsom  found  Leidesdorffs  mother,  a 
lady  of  mixed  African,  Caribbean  Indian  and 
English  blood  in  her  sixties.  Probably  tricking 
the  old  woman,  he  offered  her  then-large  sum 
of  $75,000,  paid  her  “earnest  money”  of 
$5,000  and  returned  with  a promissory  note. 

The  poor  old  girl  soon  discovered  she 
had  been  tricked  and  that  LeidesdorfPs  lands 
(including  the  huge  rancho  where  the  town  of 
Folsom  now  stands)  were  worth  20  times  the 
full  sum  of  $75,000.  With  the  support  of  the 
Governor  of  her  small  island,  she  refused  the 
first  payment  of  the  balance  and  embarked  on 
a long  voyage  to  San  Francisco  with  her 
nieces. 

A spectacular  trial  resulted.  As  might  be 
suspected,  the  mother’s  minority  status  and 
her  gender  were  not  helpful.  Folsom  had  the 


most  brilliant  lawyer  of  his  day,  a Virginian 
named  Edmund  Randolph.  LeidesdorfPs 
mother  had  John  Dwindle,  a good  lawyer  but 
no  match  for  Randolph,  and  Folsom  won.  The 
decision  was  fiercely  contested  and  Folsom 
actually  fought  a duel  with  a popular 
newspaper  editor. 

Folsom  was  quick  to  build  up  his  new 
fortune,  making  the  first  luxury  hotel  in  San 
Francisco,  the  “Tehama  House"  (which  sur- 
vived until  the  1906  earthquake),  pioneered 
infilling  shallow  Bay  areas  and  constructing 
over  them,  rented  tents  to  arriving  gold 
prospectors,  built  the  first  mansion  on  Rincon 
Hill  and  fought  off  endless  lawsuits  and  squat- 
ters. He  also  earned  a reputation  as  an  un- 
generous person  and  a tax  cheat. 

He  has  been  mentioned  as  a client  of 
“Belle  Cora”  the  most  glamorous  madam  in 
town,  and  was  nearly  engaged  to  the  young 
daughter  of  Senator  Gwin  before  his  early 
death  in  1855  at  age  38,  which  even  thwarted 
his  ability  to  enjoy  his  ill-gotten  fortune. 
Legal  fights  over  what  would  be  called  the 
“Folsom/Leidesdorff  estate”  would  continue 
until  1863,  the  ultimate  beneficiaries  being  the 
attorneys.  No  Folsoms  would  follow  to  settle 
in  San  Francisco. 

Today,  Folsom  is  remembered  by  a huge 


dam  on  the  American  River,  said  to  be  larger 
than  the  Aswan  Dam  in  Egypt,  a prison 
celebrated  by  musician  Johnny  Cash  and  the 
local  street.  In  May  of  1924  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors under  the  Mission’s  own  Mayor 
James  Rolph  would  purchase  two  large  houses 
and  a warehouse  for  brooms  and  brushes  on 
Folsom  and  21st  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
small  recreation  area,  Folsom  Playground. 
The  owners,  two  widows,  were  paid  $7,000,  a 
fair  value  for  the  property  at  the  time,  out  of 
City  funds. 

Mission  residents  are  asking  that  this 
playground  be  renamed  for  Jose  Coronado 
who  grew  up  in  this  neighborhood  (which  was 
a horsetrack  for  ten  years  after  Folsom’s 
death).  A model  citizen  who  gave  his  all  to 
the  little  Park  and  Rec  facility  and  to  the 
Mission’s  youth,  his  is  a pleasant  name,  nor 
yet  used  for  a park  facility,  and  sets  a fine 
example  San  Franciscans  would  do  well  to 
emulate. 


The  hearing  on  the  name  change  will  be 
held  Thursday,  September  17th,  4 PM  at  Mc- 
Laren Lodge,  just  off  Fell  and  Stanyan  Streets 
in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


El  Cheapo  Trucking 

Anything  • Anytime  • Anywhere 

Moving  Hauling  & Cleaning  Services 
Reliable  Same  Day  Service 

647-8686  824-2918 


TAO  YIN 

Restaurant 

Chinese  & American  Food 

• 

Banquets  & Catering 
Breakfast  • Lunch  • Dinner 
DAILY  SPECIALS 

Open  7 days:  9:00  a.m.  - 9:00  p.m. 

3515  - 20th  St.  (between  Mission  * Valencia) 


285-4926 


Second  ^ 

• Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

• 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95tf 

• Baby  clothes  starting  at  65tf 

• Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

• Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

• 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

• Dressing  rooms  provided 

• Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


5000  square  feet  of  furniture 
up  in  our  me/./.unine 


LABOR  DAY  SALE 
MONDAY  SEPTEMBER  7th 

9 am  - 6 pm 

50%  OFF  ALL  CLOTHES 

30%  OFF  EVERYTHING  ELSE 


PRE-FALL  SALE 
30%  OFF 
EVERYTHING 

THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  24th 
9 am  - 8 pm 


Since  1973  — the  “BIG  ONE”  in  the  NORTH  MISSION 
in  thejandmark  Redlick  Building 

2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 

861-1132  1 ** 


OPEN: 

9AM  to  8 PM  — Mon.  - Fri 
9AM  to  6PM  — Sat. 

11AM  to  6PM  — Sun. 
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LEAD  IN  HOMES  PERILS  KIDS 


by  Kate  Elder 

One  of  the  most  common  environ- 
mental threats  to  children  today  is  invisible. 
Lead  poisoning  is  “silent"  - most  children 
have  no  symptoms.  However  lead  poisoning 
can  cause  permanent  damage  to  the  central 
nervous  system. 

Lead  is  most  toxic  to  children  from  the 
ages  of  9 months  to  5 years.  Neil  Gendel  of 
the  Coalition  to  Prevent  Lead  Poisoning 
describes  the  range  of  its  effects  “from  flu-like 
problems,  such  as  an  upset  stomach  and 
headache,  to  serious  impairment  to  develop- 
mental abilities:  hyperactivity  increases,  atten- 
tion span  decreases  and  the  IQ  of  the  child 
may  drop  dramatically.”  It  is  difficult  to  iden- 
tify these  problems  as  specific  to  lead  poison- 
ing, therefore  the  majority  of  cases  go 
undiagnosed  and  untreated. 

Lead  poisoning  does  not  have  any  social, 
economic  or  geographical  boundaries;  all  ra- 
cial and  ethnic  groups  are  affected.  However, 
many  common  sources  of  lead  are  found  in 
the  Mission. 

Lead  based  paint  is  the  major  source  of 
childhood  lead  poisoning  in  the  country.  Al- 
though the  level  of  lead  in  paint  was  reduced 
in  1950,  and  again  in  1978,  any  house  that 
was  built  before  1950  is  likely  to  contain  high 
levels  of  lead  paint.  Gendel  reports  that  about 
“75  - 80%  of  the  houses  in  San  Francisco  are 
painted  with  lead.” 

Patricia  Sutton,  a Research  Scientist  for 
the  State  of  California,  states  that  “many 
people  associate  the  danger  in  lead  paint  with 
an  outdated  image  of  children  eating  flakes  of 
paint  off  walls.  The  real  threat  lies  in  the  fact 


that  the  old  paint  disintegrates  over  the  years 
and  turns  into  dust.  The  dust  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  see  as  it  may  cover  floors,  toys  and 
other  household  items  children  play  with  or 
even  put  in  their  mouths.” 

Pregnant  women  are  also  very  suscep- 
tible; Gendel  states  that  “it  only  takes  a very 
small  amount  of  lead  - similar  to  three  grains 
of  sugar”  to  effect  the  fetus. 

Renovations  done  improperly  in  older 
homes  can  create  tragic  amounts  of  lead  dust 
or  fumes,  as  sanding,  burning  or  scraping  lead 


paint  is  very  dangerous.  Many  workers  in  the 
painting,  radiator  repair,  battery  manufactur- 
ing and  sandblasting  industries  are  in  danger 

of  infesting  their  homes  with  lead  by  taking  it 
home  on  their  clothes  and  body. 

Another  cause  of  lead  poisoning  in 
Hispanic  communities  are  some  common 
home  remedies  known  as  Azercon,  a bright 
orange  powder,  and  Greta,  a yellow  powder, 
given  for  empacho,  or  intestinal  illness. 
Parents  attempting  to  improve  the  health  of 
their  children  can,  unknowingly,  to  irreparable 
harm. 

One  case  study,  done  by  the  State  of 
California,  reports  “a  nine  month  old  baby  boy 
in  Los  Angeles  County  was  tested  for  lead 
poisoning  after  being  seen  in  the  emergency 
room  for  convulsions.  A few  hours  earlier,  his 
family  had  given  him  half  a teaspoon  of  Greta, 
mixed  with  milk  and  sugar  to  treat  his  vomit- 
ing and  irritability.  The  baby’s  blood  level 
was  found  to  be  94  ug/dl  (normal  levels  are 
below  10  ug/dl)  and  the  Greta  was  89%  lead.” 
Both  home  remedies  contain  close  to  100% 
lead,  and  children  have  died  from  the  toxic 
levels  of  lead  in  both  substances. 

Imported  tin  cans,  ceramics  and  painted 
toys  are  all  dangerous,  as  they  might  contain 
lead.  Tin  cans  are  soldered  with  lead  in  some 
countries,  and  the  paint  used  on  ceramics  can 
contain  lead,  which  can  then  leach  into  food. 

In  1985,  the  U.S.  Center  for  Disease 
Control  set  the  lead  poisoning  definition  of 
levels  over  25  micrograms  per  deciliter  (1/10 
of  a liter,  slightly  less  than  two  ounces,  noted 
as  ug/dl).  However,  in  1991,  a report  stated 
that  “New  data  indicates  significant  adverse 
effects  of  lead  levels  previously  believed  to  be 


safe.”  The  new  level  was  set  at  10  ug/dl. 

In  March,  1992,  the  Bureau  of 
Epidemiology  and  Disease  Control  at  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Public  Health 
released  the  results  of  a study  of  blood  lead 
levels  of  children  in  San  Francisco.  Accord- 
ing to  the  new  level,  the  Bureau  of  Epidemiol- 
ogy and  Disease  Control  found  that  1 in  12 
children  were  lead  poisoned  in  San  Francisco. 

However,  that  rate  might  actually  be 
higher,  since  the  study  only  reflects  those  who 
“are  motivated  enough  not  only  to  seek 
preventive  medical  care  but  to  go  through  the 
blood  drawing  procedure.  Our  study  may  un- 
derestimate the  possibly  higher  risk  in  families 
with  health  care  access  problems  or  who  seek 
only  crisis  care  but  who  are,  nonetheless,  in 
high  exposure  situations.”  Latitia  Alcantar  of 
the  Consumer’s  Union  reports  that  “8-10%  of 
children  in  the  Mission  have  lead  poisoning.” 

People  in  San  Francisco  are  concerned. 
Supervisor  Kevin  Shelley  has  introduced  a set 
of  resolutions  on  lead  poisoning,  that  were 
passed  on  August  10,  1992.  A tougher  or- 
dinance will  be  introduced  within  the  next  few 
weeks,  an  will  contain  a wide  range  of 
measures  promoting  education,  testing  and 
abatement  of  lead  in  the  environment 

Shelley’s  ordinance  will  include  a multi- 
lingual bulletin  produced  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Health  to  be  sent  to  schools,  pre- 
schools and  physicians.  It  will  also  contain  n 
agreement  with  the  Health  Department,  that  if 
a child’s  blood  lead  level  is  over  20  ug/dl,  the 
Dept,  of  Public  Health  will  inspect  the 
family’s  home.  The  Consumer’s  Union  is  also 
working  to  encourage  outreach  and  education 
about  lead  poisoning  in  the  Mission,  with 
neighbors,  relatives  and  fellow  employees  or- 
ganizing around  this  issue. 

The  most  important  action  for  parents  to 
take  is  to  immediately  have  their  children 
tested  for  lead  blood  levels.  About  80%  of 
families  in  San  Francisco  qualify  for  free 
blood  lead  tests  through  the  Child  Health  and 
Disability  Prevention  (CHDP)  program  (415-) 
554-9950.  Parents  can  contact  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Department  of  Public  Health  at  (415) 
554-2733  or  the  Coalition  to  Prevent  Lead 
Poisoning  at  (415)  777-9635  to  receive  more 
information  such  as  the  testing  and  removal  of 
paint  at  home. 

Temporarily,  parents  can  remove  some 
lead  from  the  environment  by  taking  some 
simple  steps.  Wet  mopping  floors  will  help 
keep  dust  at  a minimum;  washing  children’s 
hands  and  their  toys  frequently  and  changing 
clothes  and  showering  after  working  with 
paint  helps  to  keep  lead  out  of  the  home. 

The  good  news  is  that  lead  poisoning  is 
preventable.  The  bad  news  is  that  the  damage 
it  does  to  a developing  brain  is  irreparable. 

IpIpjpipipiplFipr&ipIpjpjpIp'i: 


Cientos  de  Ninos  Necesitan  Hogares 
en  San  Francisco  y en  el  Area  de  La  Bahfa. 

Convlertanse 
en  Padres  Adoptivos 
temporales. 

Los  Padres  Adoptivos  reciben  apoyo,  ayuda 
economica  y Medi-cal  para  los  nihos. 

Para  informacion: 

Llamen  a Estela  A.  Moreno 

de  Aspira  Foster  Family  Services 
al  (415)  759-0880 


Hundreds  of  Children  Need  Homes 
in  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area. 

Become 

a FOSTER  PARENT 

Foster  parents  receive  support  services, 
financial  help  and  Medi-cal  for  children. 

For  information  call: 

Estela  A.  Moreno 

at  Aspira  Foster  Family  Services 
(415)  759-0880 


• TACOS  •&UKWT0S 

• CUESADH1A  SUIZA 


• ENCHLADAS 
jsl  # qapnT  ASADA 
AGUAS  FRtSCAS  • JUGOS  • CAPNE  AL  PASTO? 


• CAPWTT AS  • POLO 
• LEWGUA  • CABEZA  • SESOS 


San  Francisco's  Favorite  Fftsh  "Mexican  Food ! 


HOME  BASE  OF  THE  BAY  AREA’S  BEST  SOCCER  PLAYERS 


2779  Mission  St. 

2950  24th  St. 

' 380  Bush  St. 

r 4817  Mission  St. 

Zip  94110 

Zip  94110 

Zip  94104 

Zip  941 12 

(415)  824-7877, 

(415)  641 -0758J 

(415)  421-3265 

(415)  337-5550. 

Present  this  flier  for  o FREE  second  drink* 

w o-e  oer  cus-omer  • 


We  invite  you, 

The  New  Mission  News  reader, 
to  take  advantage  of  our 

Alarming  Sale. 

$395  Installed! 

(For  your  home  or  business) 

Includes: 

One  Master  Control  Ponel  • One  Digital  Command  Center 
24  Hour  Panic  Alarm  • One  Interior  Sounder 
Three  Door  Contacts  • One  Infrared  Motion  Sensor 
Bottery  Bock-Up  • Woming  Decals  ond  Signs 


This  System  is  Fully  Monitored! 

Monthly  Monitoring  Fees  Includes: 

• local  Central  Station  Monitoring 

• 24-Hour  o Day  Service  Response 

• Notification  of  Authorities  on  Alarms 

• Emergency  Contact  List  in  Computer 

▼ 

Optional  Features  Available 

Fire  Alarm  Systems  • Autolog  with  Weekly  Activity  Printouts 
Supervised  Openings  & Oosings  • Access  Control 
Closed  Circuit  Television 

▼ 

Please  Call  Us  for  a Free  Estimate 

(415)  753-5634 


DETECT  • ALL 


located  m No«  Valm, 

□ G 0 (D 

iukuh  me  r v.suweuANCC  mifMONfsiNTUco* 
Homes  • Commercial  • Apartments  • Central  Monitoring 
>#  IA00ISM 
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HAVE  I GOT  A PLAN  FOR  YOU... 

In  what  could  be  an  attempt  to 
follow  through  on  his  campaign  pledge  to 
be  a citizen  mayor,  Mayor  Jordan’s 
Office  of  Economic  Planning  and 
Development  (MOEPD)  has  been  going 
around  the  city  to  gather  input  for 
neighborhood  economic  development 
plans. 

The  MOEPD  started  their 
neighborhood  based  plans  with  Bayview 
Hunters  Point  and  the  Tenderloin.  The 
Bayview  plan  was  severely  criticized  by 
community  activists  when  Mayor  Jordan’s 
Chief  Economist  Kent  Sims  implied  that 
the  area  would  not  be  able  to  attract 
businesses  of  much  repute. 

Most  of  this  was  played  out  in 
the  local  newspapers.  In  the  aftermath, 
Mr.  Sims  office  was  relieved  of 
overseeing  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Community  Development  and  Housing. 
As  for  the  Tenderloin,  I’ve  heard  nothing 
about  the  merits  of  The  Plan. 
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Recent  events  in  the  City’s 
various  departments  and  commissions 
may  provide  a clue  as  to  what  the 
Mission  can  expect. 

At  the  Planning  Commission 
meeting  of  August  20,  an  item  of  much 
controversy  was  moved  to  be  continued. 
(Often  a euphemism  for.. .lets  postpone 
doing  what  we  want  until  there  are  less 
people.)  The  issue  is  the  conversion  of 
a residential  hotel  to  tourist  use. 

By  and  large  such  conversions 
are  prohibited  by  the  Residential  Hotel 
Unit  Conversion  and  Demolition 
ordinance.  In  some  cases  the  petition  to 
convert  is  granted,  but  the  developer 
must  mitigate  the  loss  of  these  units  with 
the  payment  of  $500,000  to  the 
Affordable  Housing  Trust. 

Word  is  out  on  the  streets  that 
the  Planning  Commission  is  going  to 
approve  the  conversion  and  not  require 
the  mitigation  fee.  No  matter  which  side 
of  the  aisle  you’re  on  when  it  comes  to 
affordable  housing  or  the  cost  of 


mitigation  placed  on  developers,  one 
cannot  escape  the  queasiness  which 
comes  over  when  considering  the 
relationships  between  the  players. 

The  Planning  Commission 
President  Sidney  Unobskey  and  members 
of  the  developer’s  team  merrily  huddling 
and  laughing  together  before  the 
meeting.  And,  the  developer’s  attorney, 
Mr.  Joseph  Bravo  serves  on  a non-profit 
board  along  side  a Planning 
Commissioner.  The  problem  is  not  with 
Commissioner,  who’s  reputation  and 
activism  over  the  years  cannot  be 
questioned,  but  rather  because  of  the 
association  with  Mr.  Bravo,  He  may  not 
be  able  to  vote  on  this  vital  item  . 
Tnus,  there  is  one  less  pro-housing  vote 
on  the  issue. 

So  what  does  this  all  mean  for 
the  Mission?  Well,  the  picture  is 
becoming  dearer  as  Mayor  Jordan’s 
administration  gets  more  organized.. ."Its 
not  what  you  know,  but  who  you  know." 

The  MOEPD  is  in  the  midst  of 
meeting  with  various  groups  to  discuss 
the  Mission’s  neighborhood  economic 
plan.  I’ve  attended  several  meetings  on 
the  issue  and  the  Mission  is  very  clear  on 
what  will  help  the  economy  - 

INCREASE  PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Over  and  over  again  I’ve  heard 
folks  say  that  the  best  laid  plans  will 
mean  nothing  unless  we  can  improve  the 
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public  safety  and,  by  association,  the 
public  perception  of  the  Mission.  To 
MOEPD’s  credit,  they’ve  "Heard  that 
crime  is  one  of  the  major  underlying 
considerations." 

So  what  is  the  City  doing  to 
improve  the  public  safety  in  the  Mission? 
The  most  telling  statement  made  by 
MOEPD  during  one  of  the  neighborhood 
meetings  is  "Conversations  are  happening 
and  we  will  follow-up." 

The  Mission  is  fed  up  with 
conversation,  meetings  and  false 
promises.  We  want  and  need  action,  not 
finger  pointing.  Who  will  be  the  next 
victim  to  have  their  house  firebombed  in 
an  effort  to  clean-up  the  neighborhood? 

The  cops,  the  City  and  District 
Attorneys,  the  judges,  the  Sheriffs 
Office,  the  State  Board  of  Parole,  the 
State  Alcohol  and  Beverage  Commission 
and  all  the  other  related  institutions  of 
government  say  that  they  are  the  experts. 
They  seem  to  have  a negative  visceral 
reaction  to  community  input.  So  lets 
round  them  up,  lock  them  in  a room  and 
not  let  the  experts  out  until  they  have  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  Mission’s 
public  safety. 

This  model  of  cooperation 
should  also  be  used  by  MOEPD  in 
coming  up  with  the  Mission’s  economic 
plan.  The  Mission  has  spoken. ..many 
times.. .about  what  we  need.  After  public 
safety  here  is  a list  (in  no  particular 
order  of  priority)  complied  at  just  one  of 
many  meetings  with  MOEPD.. .The  Plan 
should: 

* have  a time  line  for  implementation  * 
have  a budget,  including  sources 
committed  * implement  a residential 
hiring  plan  as  a requirement  of  all 
businesses  or  contracts  which  come  into 
the  Mission,  whether  eovernment  or 
private  * include  an  implementation 
program  for  employment  options  for 
newly  arrived  immigrants  * develop  a 
micro  loan  program  for  start-up 
businesses  • attract  anchor  tenants  for 
employment  opportunities  * encourage 
the  SF  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  help 
existing  small  businesses  and  bring  in 
larger  ones-like  the  GAP  * decrease  the 
Vacant  buildings  and  storefronts  * 
convert  the  16th/Hoff  garage  to  an 
attended  garage  * increase  lighting  at 
BART  Plazas  * provide  safe  and 
adequate  parking  for  evening  events  * 
promote  evening  events  through  the 
convention  bureau  * provide  a vehicle  for 
the  redevelopment  agency  to  fund 
affordable  live/work  space  like  they  did 
in  the  South  of  Market  * provide  more 
funding  for  affordable  housing  with 
services  * and  * provide  a way  for  the 
residential  hotels  to  be  upgraded  or 
purchased  by  responsible  developers. 

Hopefully  this  list  will  get  you 
thinking  about  other  ideas  you  can  add. 
Let  the  City  know  what  you  want  by 
writing  to  Kent  Sims,  Director  MOEPD 
at  City  Hall  Room  159,  SF  94102  and 
send  a copy  to  this  publication  so  that  we 
can  highlight  your  ideas. 

Just  because  the  city  has  elected 
a "citizen  mayor,"  don’t  think  that  it  will 

happen  automatically.  While  the 
neighborhood  meetings  are  happening,  it 
is  impossible  to  say  what  impact  our 
voices  will  have.  In  another  recent 
example  of  community  self-determination 
being  thwarted  by  the  City,  the  MOEPD 
told  a group  of  businesses,  arts  activists, 
developers  and  affordable  housing 
proponents,  that  the  many  months  they 
have  spent  developing  a plan  for  the 
North  East  Mission  Industrial  Zone,  that 
’The  Mayor  has  a position  on  what 
should  happen  here".. .Thank’s  for  leading 
us  on  citizen  Frank! 


Who  Cores  H Businesses  Slay  in  San  Francisco? 


Anna  Mathis 
Assistant  Manoger 
of  Fishstrom 
Staple  Co. 
Minnesota  Street 
Potrero  Hill 


"When  the  city  as  a 
whole  falls  on  bad 
times,  it  is  our  minorities  that  suffer  the 
most.  So,  1 see  the  first  priority  in  helping 
our  people  is  to  keep  businesses  of  all  sizes 
in  town  and  prospering.  That's  the  best 
way  to  make  sure  that  we  have  jobs, 
government  services  and  a decent  life  for 
everyone." 


We  Do. 


've  known 


Gil  Reyes 
Founder  of 
Protective 
Finishes 
Hunters  Point 
Navol  Shipyard 
Bayview 
Hunters  Point 


this  city  all  my  life.  It  used  to  have  a 
Ford  factory,  seven  breweries,  foundries, 
machine  shops  and  a lot  of  small 
businesses  that  are  gone  now.  This 
diversity  used  to  protect  San  Francisco 
from  flat  spots  in  the  economy  We  really 
need  to  hold  on  to  our  city's  businesses  to 
protect  our  economic  future." 


Harold  McCoy 
Owner  of 
McCoy's 
Patrol  Service 
Bayview 
Bernal  Heights 


"When  big  businesses  leave  town,  a 
chain  reaction  starts.  Jobs  are  lost, 
especially  for  minority  workers.  That 
means  less  money  spent  in  neighborhood 
businesses.  So  they  fold.  Governmental 
services  are  cut  back.  That's  why  we  must 
support  business  development  here  in  San 
Francisco." 


So  Should  You. 


There's  a lot  you  can  do  to 
keep  businesses,  large  and  small, 
in  San  Francisco. 

Voice  your  support  for  boosting 
economic  vitality  to  city  government. 
Vote  for  legislation  that  supports  private 
enterprise.  Volunteer  to  keep  San 
Francisco  a great  place  to  work  and  live 
And  just  stay  informed  Please  show 
your  concern  by  filling  out  and  sending 
in  this  coupon  We  need  your  help 


□ YES.  I support  efforts  to  keep  major  employers  in  town  and  to  improve  the  climate 
for  small  businesses.  Please  add  me  to  your  newsletter  mailing  list  and  send  me  any  other  I 
information  on  these  important  activities. 

I 

I 

STATE/ZIP  I 


NAME 


0AYTIME  TELEPHONE 


POSITION/  JOB 


FIRM  NAME 


ADDRESS 


Mail  to 


CITY 


Committee  On  JOBS 
545  Mission  Street.  5th  floor 
San  Francisco.  CA  94105 


J 1 0 B S 


Thi»  od  is  poid  for  by  the  Committee  On  JOBS  Members  include  Amencon  Building  Momlenonce  American  Telephone  and  Telearaph, 

Banlc  of  America,  Bosic  Amencon,  Inc  Bechtel,  Blue  Shield  of  Californio.  Colifornio  Pocific  Medical  Center  Son  Froncisco  Chamber  or  Commerce. 
Chevron  Corp  . The  Gop,  Inc.,  McKesson  Corp  , Pocific  Gos  ond  Electric  Compony,  Pocific  Stock  Exchange.  Pocific  Telesis  Group,  RCM  Capital  Management 
Shoklee  Corp  , Charles  Schwab  & Co  . The  Shorenstein  Company,  Tronsamenco  Corp  Wells  Forgo  Bonk.  Willioms  Sonomo 
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Editor: 

I was  very  disappointed  and  disturbed  by 
the  false  and  misleading  information  con- 
tained in  the  August,  1992  installment  of  the 
Mission  Insider.  The  following  reality  check 
should  provide  interesting  reading: 

The  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the  Mission 
(MTFM)  has  become  overly  bureaucratic  and 
ineffective  and  therefore  unable  to  respond 
quickly  to  issues  in  the  Community. 

Bureaucracy  is  a necessary  component 
any  organization  but  when  the  bureaucracy 
circumvents  and  replaces  the  democratic 
process,  that  bureaucracy  should  not  claim  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  community  that  it 
has  disenfranchised. 

Currently,  anyone  who  wants  to  get 
MTFM  to  generate  a piece  of  correspondence 
is  subjected  to  a horrendous  bureaucratic 
process  that  effectively  excludes  participation 
by  anyone  but  MTFM  “insiders".  Even  if  the 
Task  Force  votes  to  approve  a piece  of  cor- 
respondence as  written,  the  MTFM  Executives 
have  reserved  the  right  to  change  that  cor- 
respondence after  the  vote. 

Since  the  average  age  of  MTFM  mem- 
bers is  at  least  50,  it  is  absurd  to  claim  that 
MTFM  members  are  diverse  in  age.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  one  under  30  on  the  Task  Force. 

The  attendance  record  of  at  least  five  of 
the  current  MTFM  members  is  so  poor  that  it 
constitutes  a violation  of  the  rules  of  member- 
ship of  the  organization;  but  instead  of  replac- 
ing these  non-participants,  MTFM  is  revising 
the  rules  of  attendance. 

Although  this  group  is  called  the  Mayor’s 
Task  Force  on  the  Mission,  the  Mayor  who 
apopinted  the  current  members  was  Art 
Agnos.  One  wonders  what  loyalty,  if  any, 
they  have  to  the  current  Mayor  and  his 


Rec  & Park  staff  and  several  members  of 
MTFM  because  boxing  is  a “blood  sport”.  I 
wonder  what  they  think  kids  firing  guns  at 
each  other  in  the  street  is? 

The  fact  that  members  of  the  community 
were  ultimately  successful  in  convincing  the 
Task  Force  to  write  a letter  of  support  doesn’t 
mean  that  the  all -volunteer  Boxing  Program 
that  Sonny  Marson  worked  so  hard  to  set  up  at 
Precita  Valley  Community  Center  is  a Task 
Force  project. 

During  July  1992,  when  the  deadline  for 
Prop  J Children’s  Amendment  funding  re- 
quests was  looming,  a large  number  of  phone 
calls  made  to  the  Chair  of  the  MTFM  Youth 
Committee  by  the  staff  and  the  President  of 
the  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  (MYSL) 
were  returned  with  amessage  that  the  Chair  of 
the  Youth  Committee  was  on  vacation  and 
MYSL  probably  shouldn’t  apply  for  Prop.  J 
funds  because  they  did  not  meet  the  criteia  of 
the  Prop.  J Request  for  Proposals. 

This  turned  out  to  be  completely  false. 
MYSL  was  forced  to  write  their  Prop.  J 
proposal  with  virtually  no  assistance  from 
MTFM  (Mary  Harden  and  Frank  Lopez  gave 
their  help  as  individuals). 

Having  a Task  Force  for  the  Mission  that 
functions  democratically  and  truly  represents 
the  57,000  people  who  live  and  work  here  is  a 
great  idea.  But  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Mission,  as  presently  constituted,  primarily 
serves  to  obstruct  change  and  most  certainly 
does  not  represent  me. 

It’s  time  for  this  community  to  start  par- 
ticipating in  the  process  that  governs  its  des- 
tiny and  I can’t  think  of  a better  place  to  start 
than  by  demanding  a complete  overhaul  of  the 
Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the  Mission. 

Andrew  L.  So  low 


policies. 

The  Recreation  & Parks  Department  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  United  States  Amateur 
Boxing  Federation  (USABF)  Youth  Boxing 
program  that  has  been  set  up  at  the  Precita 
Valley  Community  Center.  In  fact,  the  basic 
concept  of  providing  boxing  instruction  to 
Mission  youth  was  publicly  opposed  by  senior 


Editor: 

This  is  a response  to  the  August,  1992 
edition  of  Lisa  Hamburger’s  column,  the  Mis- 
sion Insider: 

I wish  to  point  out  that,  now  that  the 


(415)  285-8588 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 

• NOW  OPEN  7 DAYS 

• Dependable  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• A Community-Oriented  People’s  Garage 

• Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  smog  Station 
611  Florida  Straot  (near  18th  Street)  • San  Francisco  94110 


AMERICAN  & ITALIAN  FOOD 


/ ^ 


3286  V.  Mission  St  (at  29th  SI.)  • 
► 


e'AFfe 

r N\ 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

(415) 641-8445 


Serving  Breakfast  & Lunch  6 a.m.  - 3 p.m.,  7 days  a week 

☆ Now  open  for  Dinner  Monday  - Friday  until  1C  p.m. 

☆ Senior  Citizens:  10%  Discount  on  all  meals,  day  & nite 

REAL  HOME  COOKING  ☆ GREAT  FOOD  ☆ GREAT  PRICES 


- DINNERS  - 

Include  homemade  soup  or  salad,  french  hrrnd.'real' 
mashed  potatoes  or  pasta,  and  fresh  vegetables 

Pish  A Poultry 

Sole  IJorfi 7.25 

Keel  Snnppcr  Dorr1:  . . .7.25 

Chicken  Cacclatnre 7 95 

Chicken  Smite  7.25 

Meats 

8 oz.  New  York  Slcnk 9.95 

Vent  Scalloplnl  8.25 

Veal  Parmlglana  7.95 

Vent  Cutlet  with  Mushroon  Sauce  . . 7.25 

Center  Cut  Pork  Chops 9.75 

Baked  Meat  Loaf 6.95 


- A LA  CARTE  - 
Pasta 

Linguinc  Vongole 6.95 

Spaghetti  with  Meal  Sauce 6.25 

Spaghetti  with  Meat  Balls 7.50 

Spaghetti  with  Italian  Sausage  . 7.25 

Tortellini  Alfredo 6.75 

Ravioli  with  Meat  Sauce  6.95 

Ravioli  with  Italian  Sausage  .7.25 

WE  DO  CATERING 
FOR  BANQUETS  AND 
PARTIES 
☆ ☆ ☆ 

TAKE  OUT  ORDERS 
AVAILABLE 
(415) 641-8445 


Precita  Valley  Community  Center  (PVCC) 
Youth  Boxing  Program  is  a going  concern, 
lots  of  people  who  had  little  to  do  with  its 
creation  are  trying  to  take  credit  for  it. 

The  only  people  who  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  creation  of  this  program  were: 
Sonny  Marson  - President  of  the  United  States 
Amateur  Boxing  Federation  (USABF)  for 
Northern  California  and  director  of  the  PVCC 
Youth  Boxing  Program,  Andy  Solow,  Mary' 
Harden  and  myself. 

From  1982  through  1991,  Sonny  Marson 
diligently  sought  support  from  many  agencies 
to  set  up  a youth  boxing  club  in  the  Mission 
District,  but  got  nowhere. 

In  the  Fall  of  1991,  Andy  Solow  and 
Mary  Harden  picked  up  the  ball,  started  run- 
ning with  it  and  succeeded  in  opening  doors 
for  us.  In  fact,  the  only  ones  who  stood  up 
and  fought  for  us  in  public  were  Andy  Solow 
and  Mary  Harden. 

As  far  as  Sonny  Marson  and  I are  con- 
cerned, the  Precita  Valley  Community  Center 
Youth  Boxing  Program  would  not  exist  today 
without  the  persistent  efforts  of  Andy  Solow. 

I can’t  express  enough  gratitude  to  Andy  for 
all  his  hard  work. 

Bengie  Castillo,  Secretary,  USABF  for 
Northern  California 

Editor: 

I would  like  to  express  my  feelings  in 
rgards  to  the  August,  1992  installment  of  Lisa 
Hamburger’s  column,  the  Mission  Insider,  in 
which  she  stated  that  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force 
on  the  Mission  was  the  group  that  helped  put 
together  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League 
(MYSL). 

That  statement  is  false.  I will  tell  you 
how  this  group  was  put  together.  A local  resi- 
dent in  the  Mission  District  by  the  name  of 
Andrew  Solow  was  fed  up  with  all  the  youth 
just  hanging  around  with  nothing  to  do  day  in 
and  day  out.  He  called  Tom  Brock,  Commis- 
sioner of  District  1 of  the  California  Youth 
Soccer  Association  North  (CYSA-N)  and 
asked  for  a league  to  be  placed  in  the  Mission 
District. 

From  there,  I got  involved  in  starting 
MYSL.  Four  people  were  principally  respon- 
sible for  putting  this  new  youth  soccer  league 
together:  Andrew  Solow,  Tom  Brock,  myself 
and  Juan  Gonzalez.  Most  of  us  have  spent 


endless  nights  working  to  develop  this  league 
to  the  point  where  it  is  now:  roughly  500  kids 
playing  soccer.  Eight  teams  from  MYSL  will 
be  participating  in  CYSA-N  League  activities 
in  September,  195X2. 

I also  want  to  thank  Joel  Robinson  for 
making  the  fields  in  the  Mission  District  avail- 
able to  us. 

I think  that  the  credit  should  be  directed 
where  it  js  due.  From  the  MYSL  directors, 
thank  you  Andy  Solow 

Larry  Kischmischian,  President  - MYSL 

Editor: 

Enjoyed  your  article.  Alas,  oddly,  u 
don’t  mention  the  lab  rats  and  mice  campaign 
or  the  free  flats  campaign,  the  two  main  items 
here.  If  only  you  would.  Also,  the  nigger  lip 
quote  is  from  some  bogus  issue  by  someone 
else,  apparently.  May  I see  it?  And  the  pix 
coincidentally  looks  like  the  one  very  person 
the  CIA  was  hoping  to  sub  for  me. 

Voters,  write  in  Swan  - all  offices,  all 
elections. 

Lone  Star  Swan,  car  designer  and  free 
flats  presidential  candidate. 


Editor: 

Please  accept  my  sincere  gratitude  to  you 
and  your  staff  for  the  article  on  “Back  to  the 
Picture"  which  appeared  in  your  August,  1992 
edition. 

As  a local  businessman  working  in  the 
Mission  Community  for  the  past  seven  years,  I 
have  strived  to  build  a solid  reputation  based 
on  providing  quality  art,  workmanship  and 
service  at  reasonable  prices  while,  at  the  same 
time,  promoting  Latin  American  and  South- 
western Art. 

Your  article  has  brought  favorable  atten- 
tion to  my  art  gallery  and  framing  business, 
and  for  this  I wish  to  say  thank  you  for  your 
support. 

Servio  Gomez,  Owner,  “Back  to  the  Pic- 
ture” 

******** 


2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  & 18th  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

U >j§  ^ 

Tel.  863-3700 

MING'S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

OPEN  HOURS:  11:00  am.  - 8:30  pm.  Closed  Sunday 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 

□ 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides.  Prints.  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 
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THE  24TH  STREET  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION  PRESENTS 


14th  ANNUAL  24th  STREET 

p+e+s+t+i+v+a+l 


Sunday,  September  13, 1992  ♦ 11am-6pm 

^ Special  Musical  Guests  £ 

TIERRA  & EL  CHICANO 

_ PLUS  THREE  STAGES  OF  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT,  ART  SHOW  * 

□ SPONSORED  BY  MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER,  CHILDREN'S  AREA, 

V HUGGIES  DIAPER  DERBY,  ARTS  & CRAFTS,  CREST  DENTAL  PAVILION, 
INTERNATIONAL  FOOD  BOOTHS,  PUPUSA  FESTIVAL,  & MUCH  MORE. 

PRODUCED  BY:  MECA/MISSION  ECONOMIC  CULTURAL  ASSOCIATION  . 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  (415)  826-1401 

PARTIAL  FUNDING  PROVIDED  BY  GRANTS  FOR  THE  ARTS  & THESE  SPONSORS 


HOggies 


PARA 

USTtD 


KSTS  48 


AT&T 


telei mundo  El  Mensajero 


Bank  of  America  mejor  decision 


HEH  COLLEGE 


OF  C R L I F 0 R N I R 

COMMUNITY  ACTION 


SEPTEMBER  1 992  777  VALENCIA  ST.  SF,CA  94 1 1 0 4 1 5.24 1 . 1 300  ext.  24 1 . 

CENTER  FOR  COMMUNITY  ACTION, 
RESEARCH  & EDUCATION 

During  the  past  year,  in  the  Community  Action  Journal,  there  has  been 
an  attempt  to  present  a coherent  vision  of  a college-wide,  broad 
spectrum,  multi -cultural  and  solidaristic  relationship  with  a like- 
minded  community  outside  of  New  College.  Beginning  this  fall,  we  will 
expand  this  effort  with  the  establishment  of  the  Center  for  Community 
Action,  Research  and  Education.  The  C.A.R.E.  project,  drawing  upon  the  60 
years  of  work  by  the  Highlander  Research  and  Education  Center  and  success- 
ful models  such  as  the  Collaborative  for  Community  Service  and 
Development  at  UMass  in  Boston,  the  Institute  for  Community  Research  at 
the  University  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Action  Research  Program  at 
Vanderbilt,  will  seek  to  better  integrate  the  goals  and  resources  of  the  college 
with  the  social,  political  and  cultural  needs  of  this  community.  It  will  attempt 
to  do  this  through  three  avenues  of  interaction: 

Community  Action:  enhancing  our  efforts  at  direct  involvement  of  students  in  com- 
munity service  and  social  change  activities  e.g. 

> group  and  collaborative  projects  with  the  community; 

> increased  communication  and  collaboration  between  internship  programs  at 
New  College; 

I an  “Activist  Year/Semester/or  Summer"  program  at  New  College  for  stu- 
dents from  other  colleges  in  the  Bay  Area  and  beyond; 

Community  Research:  the  development  of  "Action  Research"  as  a model  of  New 
College  /Community  interaction. Action  Research  is 

I community-based,  participatory  research  working  with  the  community  in 
areas  such  as  health,  housing,  legal  issues,  etc  combined  with 

t community  advocacy  in  the  form  of  developing  education  campaigns,  local 
and  regional  support  at  public  hearings,  hosting  community  conferences  and 
forums  on  issues,  etc.  and 

I community  service  : students  and  faculty  working  with  the  community  to 
produce  and  disseminate  written  and  other  forms  of  educational  materials,  litera- 
ture reviews,  articles,  bibliographies,  training  manuals  etc.  for  use  by  the 
community. 

Community  Education:  refinement  and  enhancement  of  our  community  education 
efforts  via  public  events,  extension  and  continuing  education  programs,  lecture 
&forum  series,  training  workshops,  summer  institutes,  etc.  to  reflect  important  polit- 
ical and  cultural  issues  in  the  community. 

Some  examples  of  Center  activities:  helping  to  provide  space  for  the  International 
Tribunal  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  Oppressed  Nations  of  the  USA;  cosponsoring  a 
benefit  reading  for  Native  American  women  with  Modem  Times  and  Glide  Memorial 
Church;  holding  a workshop  with  Ernesto  Cardenal  on  Culture,  Politics  and 
Revolution;  an  evening  of  Czechoslovakian  underground  music  and  culture;  a legal 
defense  benefit  for  Irish  political  prisoner  Jimmy  Smyth;  development  of  an  intern- 
ship project  on  healthy  community  environments  with  Clear  Water  Action; 
co-sponsoring  a panel  on  indigenous  medicine  with  the  Committee  for  Health  Rights 
in  Central  America  and  developing  a student-facilitated,  community-based  health 
resource  center  at  New  College  (a  progressive  Planetree  Health  Resource  Center  ) . 

The  Center  will  be  organized  around  a coordinating  committee  drawn  from  students, 
faculty  and  staff  from  all  NCOC  programs,  as  well  as.  New  College  alumni  and  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  The  staff  will  consist  initially  of  a project  Director  and  interested 
students  who  can  earn  both  academic  credit  and/or  do  work  study  The  Community 
Action  Journal  will  be  the  official  publication  of  the  Center.  The  office  is  located  in  the 
former  Poetics  Program  office  at  777  Valencia  St.  Anyone  wishing  more  information 
should  contact  Michael  McAvoy  at  861-4168  or  leave  a message  at  241-1300  ext.  241. 


American  Indian 
Movement  Holds 
International  Tribunal 


Against  the  legacy  of  the  Columbian  Quincentenary,  a legacy  of  pillage,  geno- 
cide and  oppression;  and  the  legacy  of  the  resistance  of  peoples  of  color  on 
this  continent,  the  American  Indian  Movement  will  lead  an  International 
Tribunal  to  hear  testimony  and  hold  discussions  about  the  massive,  systematic  viola- 
tions of  human  rights  and  international  law  against  people  of  color.  Special  emphasis 
will  be  placed  on  the  impact  for  people  of  color  within  the  US.  The  verdict  and  end 
result  are  aimed  at  making  the  next  500  years  different.  The  Tribunal  will  take  place 
during  the  weekend  of  October  2-4  with  events  held  at  several  sites  in  San  Francisco 
including  New  College.  For  more  information,  write  or  call:  International  Tribunal. 
2940  16th  St.,  #104,  SF,  CA  94103  415.  552.  1992 


SUPPORT  FOR  IRISH  POLITICAL  PRISONER 


In  the  midst  of  another  people’s 
long  history  of  anti-colonial 
struggle,  Jimmy  Smyth  of 
Northern  Ireland,  was  sentenced  in 
1978  to  20  years  in  H-Block  Prison 
for  the  alleged  attempted  murder  of 
a police  officer.  Jimmy  and  his 
defense  attorneys  deny  the  charges 
and  contend  the  conviction  was 
obtained  on  the  flimsiest  of  circum- 
stantial evidence,  politically  biased 
judge  and  without  a jury.  Jimmy, 
who  escaped  from  prison  in 
Northern  Ireland,  has  lived  under- 
cover for  nearly  eight  years  in  San 
Francisco.  He  was  arrested  by  the 
FBI  on  June  3.  Now,  having  been 
released  on  a $1.5  million  bail,  he  is 
fighting  extradition  back  to 
Northern  Ireland  and  a British  jus- 
tice system  where  (he  was  beaten 
and  tortured  by  prison  guards  ) his 
life  will  be  placed  in  jeopardy. 

The  evening  will  feature  a lawyer 


Jimmy  Smyth  is  met  by  his  wife  Margaret  after 
release  on  bail. 

from  the  H-Block  Two  Defense 
Committee  who  will  explain  the 
legal  issues  in  the  case,  videos 
depicting  the  on-going  struggle  for 
freedom  in  Northern  Ireland,  tradi- 
tional Irish  music,  and 
refreshments.  The  benefit  will  be 
held  on  Friday,  September  25,  at 
7PM  at  New  College  766  Valencia 
St.  Sponsored  by  Irish  Northern 
Aid.  For  more  information  contact: 
Michael  J.  McAvoy,  861-4168. 


777  Valencia  St. 
San  Francisco,  Ca 
94110 


Editorial  Statement 


Reading  Series 


The  New  College  of  California  Poetics  Program  presents 
this  page  to  the  community  at  large  so  that  those  who 
know  little  of  us  and  our  achievements  will  better 
understand  who  we  are  and  what  we  offer.  It  is  hoped  that  we 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  this  by  presenting  profiles  and  a 
selection  from  the  works  of  the  featured  poets  of  the  weekly 
reading  series,  as  well  as  works  in  progress  from  the  stu- 
dents and  faculty  of  the  Poetics  Program.  William  Blake 
suggests  that  “the  ancient  Poets  animated  all  sensible 
objects  . . . calling  them  by  names  and  adorning  them  with 
[their]  properties  . . . whatever  their  enlarged  & numerous 
senses  could  perceive.”  It  is  our  hope  to  share  that  power  and 
that  need  for  expression  as  we  attempt  to  enlarge  our  world 
and  our  senses:  to  see  it  better  as  individuals  and  community, 
to  find  and  express  our  common  aspects  and  our  diversity. 

James  Bastian,  editor 

Works 

Editor’s  note:  It  is  the  ambition  of  the  Poetry  Page  to  present  current  works 
from  the  students  and  faculty  of  the  Poetics  Program  along  with  the  selections 
of  our  Reading  Series  Poets.  It  is  hoped  that  any  reluctance  to  submit  will  be 
overcome:  I vow  that  you  will  submit  eventually,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
keep  me  for  using  my  own  pieces.  If  you  wish  to  send  something  along  please 
leave  it  for  me  at  the  Poetics  Office  or  in  my  student  mailbox  at  766  Valencia. 
JAB. 


New  Reading  Program  Starts  September  10th. 

With  the  advent  of  the  1992-93  year  the  New  College  of  California 
Poetics  Program  will  again  be  presenting  its  weekly  reading  series. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Steve  Carll  an  impressive  list  of  local  talent 
has  been  assembled  to  headline  the  Thursday  night  programs.  Here 
is  the  program  listings  through  October: 


September  10 

KATHLEEN  FRASER 

September  17 

FACULTY/STUDENT  READING 

September  24 

DEVORAH  MAJOR 

October  1 

CAROLYN  LAU 

October  8 

VICTOR  MARTINEZ 

October  11 

DAVID  MELTZER  (a  special  Sunday  presentation) 

October  15 

IVAN  ARGUELLES 

October  22 

NATHANIEL  MACKEY 

October  29 

JUDY  GRAHN 

As  Is  noted  there  Is  a special  Sunday  program  on  October  1 1th  featuring  NCOC  fac- 
ulty member  David  Meltzer.  The  time  for  this  reading  has  been  tentatively  set  for 
3 PM.  but  will  be  confirmed  as  the  date  approaches.  We  also  would  like  to  note  the 
reading  of  Carolyn  Lau  on  October  1st,  as  she  has  graciously  accepted  our  Invita- 
tion after  her  scheduled  appearance  last  year  was  interrupted  by  the  post-verdict 
civil  disobedience. 

The  series  Is  offered  free  to  all  members  of  New  College  of  California.  For  those 
visiting  there  Is  a nominal  admittance  fee  C$6)  to  assist  in  off-setting  cost,  with 
the  provision  of  a non-NCOC  student  sliding  fee  ($3).  The  programs  start  at  8 PM 
every  Thursday  at  the  NCOC  facilities  at  766  Valencia  (near  19th  St.),  San 
Francisco,  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  any  further  Information  on  the  Reading 
Series  or  the  Poetics  Program  please  call  the  Poetics  Office  at  416  861-4168. 


LUZ 

Iridescent 

like  fire  filtered  through 
morning  dew 
she  woke  up, 

spread  her  arms  to  the  sky, 

started  climbing, 

didn’t  stop  to  say  goodbye. 

Luminescent 

now  ascending 

with  the  glitter 

of  tears  in  her  eyes 

reflecting  pellucid  off  the  mountains 

to  me, 

she  pauses 

half  way  across 

and  looks  down  to  sea. 

Transcendescent 

she  leaps  into  the  patient  Void, 
she  flashes  inside  me, 
the  flash  never  ebbs; 
look  down  my  throat: 

I’m  breathing  her  daylight. 

Steve  Carll 


SAPPHO  INTO 

As  blade 
by  blade  moves 
the  crescendo  forms 
within  becoming 

winds  gathered 
in  a gentle  silence 
wrought  of  music’s  flow 
in  her  footsteps  fall 

moments  eternally 
thundering 
ringing  air  over 
windswept  terrain 

moving  light 
among  mountain  oaks 
heaving  breast  against 
breast  rivulets  descend 

into  contours  of 
granite  flesh 
eroding  the  crust 
hour  by  hour 

in  its  timelessness 
penetrating 
drop  by  drop 
the  pain 

finding  the  force 
to  move  against 
going  along  feeding 
tne  sea  from  the  earth 

carrying  the 
tenderness  that  had 
her  once  see  me 
with  admiration 

there  my  torn  self 
along  her  midnight  shores 
gathered  together  in 
brilliance  and  virtue 

returning  to  her  touch 
moments  beyond  the  fact 
in  her  healing  arms 
with  her  immortal  command 

dreaming  that  you  and  I 
had  words. 


FINALLY  , 

— tor  and  or  after 
John  Ashbery 


To  experience  this 

trepidation 

before  'the  light  and  then  to  go 
breakneck,  full  force  over  the  light 
to  a unanimous  decision 
about  the  light. 


The  words:  “are  all  useless” 
is  nothing  new  and  you  knew  this 
all  along  . . . but  still,  it  feels  so 
Good,  to  just  get  rid  of  it 
when  you  want  to  like  Ashberry 
would,  just  pitch  it  out  there  or 
‘wing  it’  for  the  matter. 

“They  were  the  same  two 
crazy  police  officers  walking 
up  and  down  the  street,  prowling, 
armed  to  the  teeth.” 

You  see  what  I mean?  It  would  be 
as  much  as  to  say  that,  ‘a  constant 
intake  of  something  is  good,  is 
necessary  for  putting-out’, 
which  it  very  well  may  be  and 
really,  “there’re  no  two  ways 
about  it:  writing  poetry  is 
not  for  everyone,  it  is 
an  ‘acquired’  neurosis, 
a ‘near  atavism’  . It  is 
a thing  that  you  read  once  and  I 
read  too:  kind  of  ‘language  driven’ 
and  ‘speechy’  but  not  nearly  so 
important  as  all  this,  it’s  just, 

‘one  of  the  sights  of  our  town.’ 

Thomas  Stolmar 


James  Bastian 


Gaelforce  Forum  on 
AIDS  in  Ireland 


Dr.  Evelyn  Stevens 

Recently,  Dr.  Evelyn  Stevens 
of  Clonboo,  Ireland  near 
Galway  City,  gave  up  her 
longtime  job  to  take  over  CAIRDE 
the  voluntary  organization  that 
treats  people  with  AIDS  in  Western 
Ireland.  Dr.  Stevens  was  at  New 
College  to  speak  to  the  members  of 
GaelForce,  an  Aid  for  Irish  AIDS 
group  in  San  Francisco  and  to  raise 
money  for  Cairde ’s  new  hostel  pro- 
ject. 

The  situation  in  Ireland  is  compli- 
cated because  of  the  moral  stigma 
of  AIDS,  difficulty  in  obtaining 
condoms  (a  friend  of  Dr.  Steven, 
Professor  Peter  Smith,  is  working 
with  a group  called  Condomsense 
who  have  illegally  begun  installing 
condom  machines  in  public  houses) 
and  the  general  lack  of  aware- 
ness.’’When  I think  about  the 
situation  now  and  what  it  may  be  by 
the  turn  of  the  century,  I’m  daunt- 
ed.” The  official  figure  of  1 ,500 


infected  of  the  island’s  small  popu- 
lation may  be  underrated  by  as 
much  as  ten  fold.  In  fact.  Dr. 
Stevens  adds,  there  is  little  in  the 
way  of  accurate  reporting. 

The  hostel  would  provide  rest  and 
support  for  people  with  AIDS  and 
their  families  that  they  could  in  no 
way  be  able  to  afford  on  their  own. 
In  addition,  there  would  be  a num- 
ber of  alternative  health  treatments 
unavailable  under  normal  condi- 
tions. According  to  Dr.  Stevens, 
‘‘These  sorts  of  treatment  can  be 
hard  for  patients  to  find  out  about 
in  Dublin,  but  they  can  prove  to  be 
very  helpful;  and  in  this  sort  of 
atmosphere  they  get  the  time  and 
opportunity”.  Donations  to  Cairde 
can  be  sent  directly  to  Dr.  Evelyn 
Stevens,  Cairde,  Clonboo, 
Orrandullah  County  Galway, 
Ireland.  For  more  information 
Contact:  GaelForce,  235  Bartlett 
St.  San  Francisco  941 10  41 5.641- 
8403. 

The  Integrated  Health  Studies 
Program  at  New  College  sponsors 
a lecture  series  on  AIDS  and  other 
important  health  issues  such  as 
indigenous  medicine  in  Central 
America,  women’s  health,  alterna- 
tive medicine,  national  health 
care.etc.  For  more  information  con- 
tact the  IHS  program  at  626-0884. 


LEST  WE 


Stencil  which  appeared  on  the  New  College  Valencia  Center 


As  a result  of  teach-ins  held  last  spring,  a committee  was  formed  to  plan  continuing 
responses  to  the  L.A.  verdict.  A meeting  will  be  announced  soon. 


New  College  of  California 

« 

Founder’s  Circle 


At  the  request  of  Peter  Gabel, 
President  of  New  College, 
Fr.  Jack  Leary,  who  in  1971 
founded  the  college  in  his  living 
room  with  12  students,  has  initiated 
a new  effort  to  develop  institutional 
economic  and  visionary  support  for 
the  coming  years  of  change  in  high- 
er education. 

Leary,  whose  current  position  at 
New  College  is  Founder  Emeritus, 
is  creating  a Founder’s  Circle  of 
people  from  around  the  country  who 
have  assisted  the  college  in  a variety 
of  ways  in  the  past.  Leary  has  con- 
firmations from  a number  of  notable 
people:  Eli  Thomas,  who  was  on  the 
first  New  College  Board  of  Trustees 
and  donated  the  first  $2000  to  start 
the  college;  Andy  Polich  of  Seattle, 
who  has  donated  $100,000  in  the 
past  as  a Trustee;  Monda  van 
Hollebeke,  college  instructor  from 
Edmonds,  Washington,  and  who  is 
the  author  of  Jebbie\  Leary’s  biogra- 
phy; Scott  Warmuth,  a New  College 
graduate  and  now  an  attorney  in  Los 


Founder  EmeritusJ  ack  Learyy 


Angeles;  and  John  Battilega,  engi- 
neer and  humanist  from  Littleton, 
Colorado. 

Leary  is  seeking  additional  mem- 
bers who  play  a role  in  outline  a 
path  of  fiscal  security  into  the  new 
century,  as  well  as,  provide  a neces- 
sary body  of  sympathetic  people  to 
help  provide  insight  on  the  college’s 
academic  future  in  times  of  certain 
change.  Leary  hopes  the  group  will 
meet  at  least  twice  a year.  For  more 
information.  Jack  Leary  can  be 
reached  at  New  College  of  California, 
777  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA. 
941 10  or  call  (415)861-4168. 


North  Beach 
Repertory 

presents 

Undergraduate  Poetics 
Student  Consults  on  beat 

Tom  Stolmar,  an  undergraduate 
poetics  student  is  doing  a practicum 
with  the  North  Beach  Repertory  pro- 
duction of  Beat  which  is  now 
playing  at  the  Cannery. 

Thurs. — Sat.  8pm,  Sun.  2pm 
Reservations  928.4860 
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New  College  Holds  Reception  For 
Second  International  COMAP 
Conference  of  Visual  Artists 


I,  Carlos 


Ray  Patlan  painting  mural,  1981 


On  August  4th,  New  College  held  a special  reception  at  50 
Fell  St.  for  artists  from  around  the  world  attending  the 
Second  International  Conference  of  Visual  Artists.  The  Fell 
St.  campus  was  selected  because  several  of  the  artists  participating 
Carlos  Lorca,  Ray  Patlan, Nemesio  Estrada  and  Betsy  Miller-Kusz 
have  done  murals  and  sculpture  there. 


A special  event  was  the  unveiling  of  Tahitian  artist,  Shane  Eagleton’s 
“Totem  of  the  Seven  Continents”,  a 35  foot  totem  that  was  decorated 
by  the  visiting  artists  and  other  attendees  of  the  event.  It  will  be  per- 
manently installed  at  the  Fell  St.  campus  this  fall. Music  was 
provided  by  Herbie  Lewis  and  the  New  College  Jazz  Quartet ; Al- 
Tajamo  Al-Arabe,  a traditional  Abarbic  music  group;  Czech 
underground  singer  Jim  Cert,  and  a dance  ended  the  evening  with  the 
all  women  rhythms  of  Mango  Jam. 


Mango  Jam  Headlines  Welcome  Back 
Fall  Semester  Party  - September  1 8 


On  Friday,  September  18,  the  Valencia  Street  campus  will  host  a Fall 
Semester  Party  to  usher  in  the  new  semester.  From  5:30  to  7:30, 
there  will  be  a bureception  for  students,  faculty,  staff  and  adminis- 
tration from  all  the  programs  at  New  College  to  get  acquainted,  then  music 
and  dance  with  Mango  Jam  to  follow  until  10:00  in  the  theater.  We  hope 
everyone  will  be  able  to  be  there.  Mango  jam  is  an  all  women’s  World  Music 
band  playing  Latin.  Middle  Eastern  and  Jazz  Fusion  and  were  the  hit  of  the 
recent  Festival  Internationale  at  Fell  St. 


If  Tom  Waits  Were 
Living  in  Prague ... 


...  His  music  would  probably  sound  like  that  of  Jim  Cert  who  for  a 
decade  and  a half  has  been  the  most  admired  and  legendary 
folksinger  in  Czechoslovakia.  By  the  end  of  the  Seventies,  he  was 
known  for  his  wild  performances  in  pubs  and  underground  meet- 
ings, and  persecuted  by  the  police  for  them.  His  music  and  poetry 
connect  the  diverse  arenas  of  politics,  poetics,  mysticism, 
shamanism  and  links  the  woe  of  a tortured  mind  with  the  hope  of 
its  transcendence. 

Jim  will  present  an  experience  of  the  Czech  underground  at  New 
College,  766  Valencia  Street  on  Friday,  September  11  at  7:30  pm. 
The  charge  is  $5  General  Admission  and  $2  for  New  College  stu- 
dents. 
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LIVE  ORGAN  MUSIC  BY  RODNEY  PAYNE 
THURS-FRI,  SAT  6PM  - 2AM 


Steltjyour  Server 
About  OurSpeciaC 
Wines  by  the  (jbass 

HORS  D’OEUVRES  IN  THE  BAR  5PM  - 7PM 

PARKING  IN  THE  REAR 

OPEN  365  DAYS  A YEAR 

2389  MISSION  St.  647-3090 


BRUNO'S 

RESTAURANT 

ITALIAN  AMERICAN  CUISINE 

JOHN  and  ELMA  STATON 
Owners 


Great  Food  Sensibly  Priced 
Exhibition  Cooking 
Plenty  of  Parking 
Banquets  for  up  to  40  People 
Special  Breakfast  and  Lunch 


Over  Half  a Century  of  Tradition  on  The  Mission 
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by  Richard  Reineccius 

T"wo  of  our  Mission  theatres  have  been 
making  some  wonderful  connections  with 
other  organizations,  from  across  town  to 
across  bridges  and  oceans,  to  bring  us  some 
very  promising  theatre  during  September. 

Theatre  of  Yugen,  which  has  its  home  at 
Noh  Space  in  the  Project  Artaud  Building,  is 
seemingly  taking  a big  risk  for  a small  com- 
pany, sponsoring  the  internationally  known 
and  praised  Nomura  Kyogen  Theatre  of  Japan 
in  its  American  premiere  performances  Sep- 
tember 18th  and  19th.  The  company,  which 
has  been  designated  an  “Intangible  Cultural 
Asset”  by  the  Japanese  government,  will  per- 
form four  stories  using  Kyogen  (comedy) 
traditional  techniques.  Don’t  be  scared  off  by 
the  words  “traditional”  and  “classic”, though 
— it’s  stylized,  but  it’s  known  in  Japan  as  a 
theatre  of  social  protest,  using  colloquial 
dialogue  and  some  pretty  wild  gestures  and 
acrobatics.  Kyogen  is  sometimes  performed  as 
comic  relief  during  breaks  in  the  Japanese 
tragic  (Noh)  theatres. 

Nomura  Kyogen  Theatre’s  stories  are 
“The  Third  Old  Man”,  “The  Quiver  and  the 
Monkey",  and  “Six  Loads  of  Wood”.  I don’t 
know  any  more  about  them  than  their  titles. 


They’ll  be  at  Herbst  Theatre  in  Civic  Center  at 
8:00  PM  for  the  two  nights  of  September  18th 
and  19th,  kicking  off  their  extensive  U.S.  tour. 
The  Asian  Art  Museum  is  a co-sponsor.  For 
tickets,  which  range  from  $12  to  $30,  contact 
Theatre  of  Yugen  at  621-0507. 

AT  THE  MISSION 

CULTURAL  CENTER 

Meanwhile,  on  Mission,  Teatro  Mision, 
the  theatre  arm  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
(695-6970),  is  importing  several  new  produc- 
tions. 

In  a full-sized  Chicano  classic  from  the 
South  Bay,  Teatro  Vision  of  San  Jose  will  per- 
form its  production  of  “Roosters"  by  Milcha 
Sanchez  Scott.  “Roosters”  plays  at  8:30  on 
Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2:00  on  Sundays,  Sep- 
tember 3 to  13  (no  Saturday  performances), 
and  the  tickets  are  an  affordable  $10,  with 
sliding  scale  seating  available  if  you  can’t  pay 
that. 

Then,  for  five  days  only,  September  16  to 
20,  Teatro  Mision  presents  a rousing  gospel 
musical,  “Wake  Up  and  Hear  the  Voices", 
produced  by  Oakland  author  Marie  Andrews 
in  conjunction  with  the  Center  for  African  and 
African-American  Culture  in  SF’s  Western 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 


Sacred  Arts.  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books*Candles*Incense 


Sacred  Arts 
Candles 
Incense 
Books 


973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
9415)  647-8406 
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PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 


Furniture 

Books 

Clothing 


FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON-FRI  9-8 
SAT -SUN  10-6:30 


LOWEST  PRICES 


621-2581 


1855  MISSION  STREET 


MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%  • EXCEPT  MATRESSES  & NEW  ITEMS 


MASCARITAS  BILINGUAL  PUPPET  THEATER 


Addition.  It’s  gospel,  but  it  can  also  be 
described  as  a biting  satire  on  phony  religious 
leaders  and  the  people  who  blindly  follow  or 
endorse  them.  You  know  who  they  are. 
Shows  are  at  8:00  for  “Wake  Up...”  with 
Saturday  and  Sunday  matinees  at  2.  It  should 
be  lively,  and  it’s  appropriate  for  the  whole 
family. 

Mascaritas  Puppet  Theatre(reviewed  here 
in  July),  will  premiere  its  newest  show  for 
children  and  adults,  “The  Yellow  Submarine”, 
on  the  last  two  weekends  of  September.  Mas- 
caritas is  headed  by  the  talented  Colombian 
writer-director  Norita  Gonzales,  and  is  cur- 
rently a company-in-residence  at  MCC.  All 
shows  are  at  noon,  September  19-29  and  26- 
27.  The  premiere  is  a benefit  for  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  which  has  recently  suffered 
severe  funding  cuts.  It’s  still  cheap  - top  price 
$10,  with  no  one  turned  away  if  they  have 
less. 

Then,  at  8:30,  September  24  to  27, 
award-winning  solo  performer  Luis  Alfaro 
will  perform  his  piece  about  inner  dty  life, 
“Downtown”.  Alfaro  comes  to  Teatro  Mision 
from  the  Solo  Mio  Festival  at  Life  On  The 
Water  Theatre  in  Fort  Mason,  which  only 
seems  like  it’s  in  another  county  - or  country. 

And,  finally,  SF  State  University’s  Rain- 
bow Theatre  will  present  “Hot  Tomale”,  a new 
Chicano  play  for  children  by  playwright  Roy 
Conboy,  who  teaches  playwriting  at  SFSU. 
It’ll  play  afternoons  at  2,  the  first  two 
weekends  of  October. 

For  tickets,  info  and  reservations  (recom- 
mended) for  all  the  above  Teatro  Mision 
shows,  call  695-6970. 


Mission  film-makers  are  involved  in  the 
documentary  “Haiti:  Killing  The  Dream”,  an 
hour-long  film  which  will  have  its  world 
theatrical  premiere  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
September  21  and  22  at  the  Roxie,  16th  Street 
near  Valencia.  This  film,  as  you  might  expect, 
takes  sides  as  it  "...  not  only  explores  the 
tragedy  of  Haiti  (since  the  1991  coup  d’etat) 
but  also  points  to  a current  moral  bankruptcy 
in  U.S.  foreign  policy.”  It’s  directed/as- 
sembled by  Babeth,  Katharine  Kean  and  Rudi 
Stem. 

MISSION  HISTORIC 

ENTERTAINMENT  DISTRICT 

PLAN  REVIVED 

A plan  bom  two  years  ago  to  create  a 
“Historic  Entertainment  District"  celebrating 
the  many  theatres  and  other  gathering  places 
here  in  the  Mission  has  been  given  new  life 
through  a potential,  but  as  yet  secret  funder. 
Save  Our  Mission  Playhouses,  working  with 
Mission  Economic  Development  Association 
and  other  groups,  is  interested  in  your  old 
photos,  clippings,  or  your  written  or  oral 
remembrances  of  every  kind  of  entertainment 
that  happened  here  — vaudeville,  music, 
drama,  dance,  whatever  — from  a hundred 
years  ago  or  yesterday,  in  buildings  still  stand- 
ing or  long  gone. 

Contact  Save  Our  Mission  Playhouses  at 
Box  41-1015,  Mission  Annex,  SF  94141. 
You  can  also  leave  copies  of  materials  with 
Librarian  Debbie  Comue  at  The  Mission 
Library,  24th  Street  at  Bartlett.  For  more  info 
or  to  get  involved  with  the  project,  call  626- 


3668. 


AT  THE  ROXIE 


I AKE  P 


NEW  AND  USED 

BOOKS  AND  MUSIC 

1173  VALENCIA  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

415-282-1901 

OPEN:  M-SAT.  11-7  P.M. 

BUY-SELL-TRADE 
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RIGO  ’92 


by  Richard  Washboume 

The  artist  Rigo  has  a show  at  Pancho 
Villa’s  this  month  consisting  of  one  large 
piece  which  he  has  created  especially  for  the 
occasion. 

His  work  deals  with  questions  raised  by 
the  information  explosion:  How  do  you 
prevent  an  audience  from  being  a passive  con- 
sumer of  images?  How  should  we  come  to 
terms  with  the  fact  that  our  culture  sees  the 
image  less  and  less  as  something  that  refers  to 
reality  and  more  and  more  as  an  opaque  sur- 
face, as  a reality  in  itself? 

Born  and  raised  on  the  Portuguese  island 
of  Madeira,  Rigo  first  came  to  prominence  at 
the  age  of  18  in  1984  when  he  was  one  of  the 
25  winners  of  a national  art  competition.  The 
theme  of  the  competition  was  Orwell’s  1984,  a 
topic  that  easily  lends  itself  to  didacticism. 

To  avoid  taking  the  position  of  an 
authoritarian  subject  of  knowledge  preaching 
to  a passive  audience,  Rigo  presented  the  gal- 
lery-goer with  a grid  on  the  floor,  a little  like  a 
gaming  board  - on  which  were  several  cubgs 
each  of  whose  sides  presented  a pop-culture 
image  of  a potential  element  of  the  future. 
The  audience  was  encouraged  to  “plan  your 
own  future  and  rearrange,  change,  alter  the 
order.” 

The  call  to  revolution  was  thus  recon- 
figured as  something  immediate,  as  a personal 
challenge  to  take  responsibility  for  the  future, 


rather  than  as  an  abstract  ideology's  imper- 
sonal injunction  to  an  implicitly  passive  mass. 

Rigo,  shortly  afterwards,  emigrated  to  the 
U.S.  living,  at  first,  with  relatives  in  Patterson, 
California  and  eventually  to  San  Francisco 
where  he  was  soon  invited  to  do  a solo  show 
at  Artists’  Television  Access 

Since  his  first  U.S.  show,  Rigo’s  work 
has  met  with  a great  deal  of  success.  He  has 
shown  at  Southern  Exposure,  the  S.F.  Arts 
Commission  Gallery,  Show  and  Tell  Gallery 
and  at  L.A.C.E.  In  recent  years,  he  has  experi- 
mented with  advertising  techniques,  producing 
art  works  that  are  billboards.  His  works  emu- 
late advertising’s  ability  to  bypass  conscious- 
ness and  transmit  its  slogan  or  brandname 
straight  to  the  neurons  using  bright  colors, 
repetition,  contrast,  etc.  At  a time  when  con- 
sciousness is  confounded  and  hyperstimulated 
by  a relentless  bombardment  of  contextless, 
unverifiable  information,  it  seems  likely  that 
persuasion  will  increasingly  take  plaoe  on  an 
unconscious,  neuronal  level.  Naturally,  any 
person  or  group  that  seeks  to  oppose  the  sys- 
tem and  persuade  others  to  do  so  must  learn 
these  techniques. 

Rigo’s  work  uses  advertising  techniques 
against  themselves.  In  order  to  disrupt  the 
easy  processing  of  images  which  advertising 
aims  for,  introducing  undeddability  and  am- 
biguity into  the  system. 

His  new  piece  for  Pancho  Villa’s  clearly 


Cultured  Food  in 
A Gallery  Setting 


Wednestlay  thru  Saturday 
Dinner  Begins  at  6:00  p.m. 
Sunday  Dinner  Starts  at  4:30  p.m. 


Wednesday  and  Thursday  10  a.m  - 9:30  p.m 
Friday  and  Saturday  10  a.m.  - 10:30  p.m. 
Sunday  4:30  p.m.  - 9 p.m 


qRAVITY  SPOT 

Cafe  and  Gallery 


1136  Valencia  • San  Francisco,  CA  94110  • 415  • 282  • 4271 


EbTEPA 

taqueria 
mexican  gril 


FORMERLY  TEPATITLAN 


(415)  255-8372 

2198  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA94110 

Open  Mon.  to  Sat. 
10AM  to 8 PM 


illustrates  his  mothod.  On  the  left  side  of  the 
piece,  we  see  a sailing  ship  of  Columbus’  time 
and,  on  the  right,  an  Indian  tepee.  Images 
which  Rigo  is  at  paints  to  point  out,  are  the 
romanticised,  cliched  images  of  advertising. 
He  explains  that  they  are  a “door”  into  the 
piece  for  the  TV  weaned  viewer. 

Underneath  these  images  is  written  (on 
the  left):  "History  tells  you  that  the  best  way 
to  travel  to  exciting  places  is  aboard  a hero’s 
ship,  but  if  you  happen  to  be  no  hero...”  (and 
on  the  right)  "and  instead  you’re  a Native- 
American  prisoner,  an  African  slave  or  you 
just  work  aboard  the  ship,  then  history  tells 
you  nothing.” 

I didn’t  have  the  chance  to  see  the 
finished  piece,  only  the  plan.  In  the  final  ver- 
sion, this  message  will  b&'written  in  a mixture 
of  English  and  Spanish,  thus  sabotaging  (at 


FAST,  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE 
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2493  Mission  Street 
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least  for  the  monocultural  viewer)  its  smooth, 
passive  processing  along  the  normal  pathways 
of  visual  consumption. 

The  attempt  to  sabotage  the  system  of 
visual  consumption  is  most  apparent  in  the 
central  section  of  the  piece.  It  is  clearly  in- 
fluenced by  the  billboard  form:  stark,  coraix 
style  images  in  black  and  white  with  a few 
primary  colors.  But  instead  of  forcing  upon  us 
some  simple,  easily  processed  slogan,  this 
“commercial”  imprints  our  neurons  with  an 
explosion  of  fragmented  images  and  slogans 
that  cannot  be  reduced  to  one  smoothly  con- 
sumable theme. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Rigo  presents  us 
with  pure  chaos.  Rather,  the  elements  of  this 
sensory  explosion  are  related  to  one  another 
tangentially,  according  to  a logic  like  that  of 
the  liberated  texts  of  schizophrenics  which, 
though  anarchic,  are  not  nonsensical.  The 
viewer  can  see  that  the  piece  deals  with 
America,  its  history,  its  cruelty,  its  multiplicity 
and  so  forth,  yet  he/she  cannot  simply  pas- 
sively receive  these  messages,  but  must  build 
them  for  him/herself.  In  the  words  of  Rigo’s 
earlier  piece:  “rearrange,  change,  alter  the 
order”. 

But  there  is  much  more  to  this  new  piece 
than  can  be  covered  here.  To  see  for  yourself, 
stop  in  at  Pancho  Villa’s  3071  16th  Street. 


WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THANK  OUR  PATRONS  FOR  VOTING  "EL  NUEVO  FRUTILANDIA"  AS  THE  BEST  CUBAN 
RESTAURANT  IN  THE  BAY  AREA.  AS  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  "BAY  GUARDIAN" 
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CUSTOM  MADE  MAN 

GUS  CAMPOS’  J.O.R.E.  LEATHER  HAS  BEEN  ON  16th  STREET  FOR  25  YEARS 


by  Harry  Lupus 

a Campos  imbibed  his  craft  with 
his  mother’s  milk.  Mis  mother  was  a 
seamstress,  and  she  kept  her  smallest  child 
close  to  her  while  she  worked.  When  Campos 
arrived  in  Tijuana  in  search  of  a job,  he  dis- 
covered he  already  knew  how  to  cut,  sew  and 
finish  jackets.  He  also  knew  how  to  make  pat- 
terns. Soon  he  was  a supervisor. 

But  not  for  long.  There  is  such  a thing  as 
knowing  too  much  “In  Mexico,  as  a worker, 
you  are  limited,"  Campos  says,  "even  though 
the  worker  is  the  one  that  makes  everything 
possible.” 

Campos  came  North,  where  he  dis- 
covered that  American  employers  weren’t  able 
to  fully  use  his  skills,  either.  He  wanted  to 
work  making  jackets,  but,  he  recounts,  "the 
sad  thing  was  I knew  a lot  more  than  they 
knew.  I couldn't  find  a job.  They  tell  you, 
you  know  too  much,  we  can’t  afford  you." 
Also,  the  pay  was  only  $125  a week." 

Today,  Campos  makes  that  much  money 
in  half  a day  in  his  small  custom  leather  shop, 
J.O.R.E.  Leather,  on  16lh  Street.  His  biggest 
seller  is  leather  jackets.  “The  Americans  like 
the  leather  jackets,"  he  says.  "It’s  a luxury, 
you  don’t  really  need  it,  but  it  looks  good.” 

A Campos  leather  jacket  costs  between 
$150  and  $300.  Campos  hand  crafts  every 
phase,  from  taking  your  measurements  to  cut- 
ting the  leather,  to  sewing  in  the  buttons,  zip- 
pers and  snaps.  He  works  on  a single, 
foot-powered  sewing  machine.  He  also  makes 
wallets,  purses,  bags,  belts  and  virtually  any 
other  leather  accessory.  When  this  reporter 


walked  into  the  store,  Campos  was  making  an 
eye  patch. 

“This  guy  came  in  from  another  planet 
and  said,  ’can  you  make  an  eye  patch?’”  Cam- 
pos reports.  “I  said,  can  you  pay  twenty 
bucks?” 

Campos  shrugs.  “I  can  make  anything. 
Why  not?” 

The  one  thing  he  doesn’t  make  is  shoes. 
His  father  was  a cobbler,  and  shoe-making  is 
another  craft  Campos  learned  from  infancy. 
But  shoes  arc  too  much  to  handle  in  the  small 
shop;  besides,  a hand-made  pair  of  shoes  will 
bring,  at  most,  $200,  and  require  more  work 
than  a leather  jacket. 

When  Campos  moved  to  the  inner  Mis- 
sion, the  neighborhood  was  quieter.  “The 
Roxie  was  showing  x-rated  movies,  and  16th 
Street  was  dead."  The  recent  bustle  along 
16th  has  been  good  for  Campos,  who  reports 
that  “the  punk  rockers  like  motorcycle  jack- 
ets". 

Campos  doesn’t  owe  any  money  to  a 
bank.  He  gathered  the  cash  he  needed  to  open 
his  store  by  selling  handmade  belts  and  cow- 
boy hats  at  craft  fairs.  His  relaxed  attitude  and 
short  sleeve  Hawaiian  shirt  make  it  obvious 
that  he  is  his  own  boss. 

“I’ve  been  seeing  so  many  unemployed 
people,”  he  says,  “it  makes  me  feel  bad.  They 
are  making  good  money,  and  all  of  a sudden 
it’s  "I’ve  been  laid  off,  I’ve  got  to  make  the 
car  payment,  the  rent  payment.’  It’s  sad." 

Better,  according  to  Campos,  to  be  out  on 
your  own.  “If  you’ve  been  thinking,  ’I  need 
money  to  start  out,’  that’s  a lie.  There  was  no 
money  involved.  You  need  courage." 


Campos  holds  out  the  eye  patch  he’s 
been  sewing.  “You  see  that  — that’s  money.” 
A man  with  a cloth  eye  patch  walks  into 
the  store.  “I  have  it  for  you,”  Campos  says. 
"Here,  I made  two.  I wasn’t  sure  if  you’d 
want  the  strap  on  the  inside  or  outside.” 

The  one-eyed  man  examines  the  two 


patches.  He  tries  them  on.  This  reporter  can’t 
resist  asking  what  happened  to  his  eye.  “Bells 
palsy,”  he  responds,  curtly.  “From  Lime’s 
disease,  from  a tick  bite.” 

The  two  patches  seem  about  the  same  to 
the  one-eyed  man.  “Go  ahead,”  take  them 
both,"  says  Campos,  who  pockets  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

When  the  customer  leaves,  Campos 
reveals  one  of  the  secrets  of  his  business  suc- 
cess. “He  pays  $20  for  one,  but  I give  him 
two.  I know  it’s  not  going  to  cost  me  even  $2, 
but  this  man  is  going  to  come  back.  Not  to 
complain,  but  to  buy  something  else.  It’s  not 
just  taking  your  money,  but  you’re  happy. 
Anyone  who  comes  in  here  goes  out  satisfied 
one  way  or  another.” 

Campos’  one  annoyance  seems  to  be  the 
cheap  leather  jackets  they  sell  at  discount 
stores  for  $50  or  $100.  “Sooner  or  later,  you 
are  going  to  bring  it  in  to  me  to  fix,  because 
that  jacket  was  made  in  Taiwan.”  As  to  the 
expensive  versions  sold  in  the  department 
stores,  Campos  is  more  generous.  “It’s  not 
much  different,  but  you  can  say  you  bought  it 
there,  you  paid  so  much.  Big  deal.” 

As  far  as  business  goes,  Campos  has  two 
wishes.  One  is  that  the  economy  will  im- 
prove. “Right  now,  the  economy  is  so  fucked 
up,  people  don’t  have  time  to  think.  People 
just  want  to  bite  each  other  and  fight  each 
other." 

His  other  hope  is  that  somebody  will  in- 
vest in  his  store  so  he  can  expand  production 
and  sell  shoes  and  jackets  to  retail  outlets.  “I 

wish  I could  put  a shoe  factory  in  San  Francis- 
co. I wish  someone  would  come  and  put 
money  and  say,  ’start  a shoe  company’.” 

Why? 

“Because,  I’m  good  at  it,”  he  says. 

By  the  way,  J.O.R.E.  stands  for  Jennifer, 
Oscar,  Raquel  and  Enrique,  Gus  Campo’s 

kids.  JORE  LEATHER  is  located  at  3128 

16th  St. 


Qualifying  for 
a home  loan 
§ee  has  just 
gotten  easier. 

San  Francisco  Federal  has  a flexible  lending  program  that  can  make  first-time 
home  ownership  more  possible  than  ever  before:  The  Navigator.  This 
program  offers  many  lending  options  that  can  minimize  financial  obstacles 
that  may  have  prevented  you  from  owning  a home  before  now. 

The  Navigator  Lending  Program 

• Lower  down  payment— as  low  as  5%  • Easier  qualifying  standards 
• Savings  reserves  not  required  at  close  of  escrow 
♦Fixed  and  Adjustable  Rates  available 

If  you  have  put  your  dreams  of  owning  a home  on  hold,  call  San  Francisco  Federal. 
Home  ownership  may  be  a lot  more  affordable -and  realistic -than  you  think! 

Community  Home  Buyers  Seminar 

Special  educational  classes  on  selecting  and  buying  a home, 
as  welt  as  maintaining  the  financial  obligations  of  home  ownership,  are  available. 
For  more  information,  call  San  Francisco  Federal. 


Call  ToB-Free  1-800-SF  FED  4U  (1-800-733-3348) 

San 

~ FEDERAL 

Keeping  Right  On  Course 

Loan  Offices  nearyou:  Capitola,  Carmel,  Fremont,  Napa,  Oakland,  Sacramento, 

San  Francisco,  San  Jose,  San  Luis  Obispo, San  Mateo,  Santa  Rosa,  Walnut  Creek.  (FDICj 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 

ROOTS  ROCK  STEADY 


71 


he  ninth  annual  Reggae  on  the  River 
festival,  August  1st  and  2nd  at  French’s  Camp 
in  Humbofdt  county  was  a phenomenal  event. 
The  mellow  earth  people  of  Northern  Califor- 
nia were  out  in  full  force  and  thousands 
travelled  hundreds  of  miles  to  be  there. 

Saturday  kicked  off  with  the  Robotics 
providing  solid  reggae  riddims  for  singers 
Sandra  Cross,  Sister  Audrey  and  the  witty 
ragga-rapper  Maclen  B as  the  Mad  Professor 
need  up  the  mix.  David  Rudder  and  Charlie’s 
Roots  followed  with  a long,  jaramin’  soca  set 
propelled  by  a strong  bass  and  horns. 

Next,  from  Zimbabwe,  the  Blacks  Un- 
limited took  the  stage.  The  slower  steady  beat 
backed  the  guitars,  bass,  mbiras  (thumb- 
pianos)  and  the  trio  of  horns;  this  great  band 
was  tighter  than  ever  as  the  mbira-based 
trance  music  worked  its  magic  with  plucky 
guitar  licks  and  soulful  horns  as  Thomas  Map- 
fumo  wandered  on  and  off  stage,  singing  in 
his  deep,  chant-like  stream  while  two  young 
women  danced  and  charmed  the  crowd.  Toots 


and  the  Maytals  closed  the  day  playing  his 
classics  in  a glam-reggae  revue. 

Sunday  started  with  the  Mahotella 
Queens  from  South  Africa  playing  their 
mbaqanga  township  dance  music.  Majek 
Fashek  from  Nigeria  followed,  playing  his 
blend  of  rock,  reggae  and  afro-  beat.  His 
charismatic  presence  and  voice  is  reminiscent 
of  Bob  Marley  and  Fela  Kuti  and  his  guitar 
playing  was  Hendrix  inspired;  he  closed  his 
set  with  a surprising  reggae  version  of  “Hey 
Joe”  complete  with  blistering  solo  work. 

Burning  Spear  then  played  a solid  roots 
reggae  set  underscored  by  those  sadly  sweet 
horns.  Jimmy  Cliff  and  Alpha  Blondy  played 
later  - a bit  too  late  for  me  - and  by  all  ac- 
counts were  brilliant.  Like  the  omnipresent, 
odoriferous  herb,  this  was  a pure  high. 

The  good  people  from  the  Mateel  Com- 
munity Center  did  it  right  - the  sound  was  su- 
perb, the  food  and  drink  was  excellent,  the 
crowd  was  polite,  the  vibe  was  strictly  positive 
and  the  setting  was  picture  perfect,  albeit  hot, 
hot,  hot.  Respect  Due! 


DUKE  REID  AND  FATS  DOMINO 


On  the  musical  map,  the  Mississippi 
River  runs  from  Memphis  to  New  Orleans  and 
then  to  Jamaica.  As  evidence,  1 present  Duke 
Reid’s  Treasure  Chest  - a compilation  of  six- 
ties Jamaican  “rock  steady”  music  recorded  on 
the  Treasure  Isle  label. 

Reid’s  superb  studio  musicians  backed 
some  of  Jamaica’s  top  singers  and  vocal 
groups  such  as  the  Paragons,  the  Melodians, 
Mr.  Alton  Ellis,  Justin  Hinds  and  U Roy. 

Heartbeat  Records  has  done  an  excellent 


The  Only  Card 


You  Need 


The  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card.  One  Card  For  Convenient  Calling. 

With  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card,  making  calls  away  from  home  has  never  been  easier.  You 
don’t  have  to  memorize  a long  list  of  random  numbers  because  your  calling  card  number  is  your 
telephone  number  plus  a 4-digit  PIN  code  that  you  can  choose  yourself.  So  you  don't  even  have 
to  carry  your  card  to  enjoy  the  convenience  of  using  it.  And.  since  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card 
is  accepted  by  the  major  long  distance  carriers,  you  can  make  telephone  calls  from  just  about 
anywhere)'  without  having  to  dial  any  confusing  access  codes.  So,  whether  you’re  calling 
around  the  corner  or  around  the  world,  the  Pacific  Bell  Calling  Card  is  the  only  card  you  need. 
No  need  to  hassle  with  multiple  calling  cards.  The  choice  is  clear. 

For  more  information,  or  to  order  your  card,  call  1-800-PAC'BELL,  EXT.  354- 

*lnter-srrvicc  area,  interstate  and  international  calls  are  earned  by  a long-distance  carrier 

ONE  EASY  NUMBER.  ONE  EASY  CARD. 


TELESIS®  SERVICES  1 1 HIM  Mi 

O 1901  Pacific  Bril 


PACIFIC £5 BELL  * 

A Pacific  Telesis  Company 


job  collecting  and  remastering  these  41  songs 
for  a 2 C.D./Cass.  set.  Included  are  the 
original  “Tide  Is  High",  “The  Midnight  Hour” 
and  its  version  by  original  D.J.  U Roy,  and  a 
soulful  version  of  the  Latin  standard  “Per- 
fidia"  by  Phyllis  Dillon. 

•••••• 

Alpha  Blondy,  international  reggae  star 
from  Abidjan,  Ivory  Coast,  Africa  has  released 
his  First  legitimate  record  in  three  years  - 
“Masada”.  This  is  his  most  sophisticated 
record  yet. 

Backed  by  the  Kassau  (Antilles  mega- 
band), hom  section  arranged  by  Malian  Bon- 
cana  Maiga,  a sensual  female  chorus  and  his 
original  guitarist  (bade  after  a stint  with  Papa 
Wemba  from  Zaire),  Alpha’s  slightly  shrill 
nasal  vocals  send  shivers  down  my  spine  as  he 
sings  in  French,  English,  Mandinga,  Wolof, 
Arabic  and  Hebrew. 

Every  song  is  unique.  “Pala  Bakouye” 
starts  like  a traditional  West  African  griot  song 
before  the  beat  drops  in  and  “Multipartisme 
(Mediocratie)”  starts  with  a talking  drum.  “Ye 
ye”  is  a rock  flavored  tune  and  “Desert  Storm" 
and  “Peace  in  Liberia”  speak  to  our  time.  In 
tribute  to  Marley,  “Mystic  Night  Food”  asks 
in  the  chorus,  “Why  should  black  heroes  die 
so  soon?”  Indeed! 

Thomas  Mapfumo  and  the  Blacks  Un- 
limited play  Thursday,  September  10th  at 
Slim’s;  judging  by  recent  shows  they  are  in 
top  form.  Check  it  out! 
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BACK  FROM  BARCELONA 


WEIGHTLIFTING  COACH  JIM  SCHMITZ  REFLECTS  ON  THINGS  OLYMPIAN 


JIM  SCHMITZ  BACK  HOME  AT  THE  SPORTS  PALACE 


by  Jeff  Carter 

^Every  four  years,  the  athletic  melting 
pot  known  as  the  Olympics  brings  together  the 
world’s  finest  men  and  women  in  all  of  sport. 
The  games  typically  produce  memorable  per- 
formances for  spectators  but,  for  athletes  and 
their  coaches,  some  truly  unforgettable  per- 
sonal experiences  go  right  along  with  them. 

Jim  Schmitz,  the  United  States  weightlift- 
ing coach  who  also  oversees  the  action  at  the 
Sports  Palace  on  Valencia  Street,  recently 
returned  from  Barcelona,  Spain. 

He  spoke  of  fireworks,  opening 
ceremonies,  parties  and  people  of  different 
cultures,  in  addition  to  the  lifting  itself. 

For  Schmitz,  it  marked  the  fifth  time  he 
has  attended  the  Olympics.  Previously,  he 
was  part  of  the  Olympics  at  Montreal,  Canada, 
the  ’84  Games  in  Los  Angeles,  the  '88  Games 
in  Seoul,  Korea. 

“The  Olympics  is  the  greatest  event  in 
the  world,”  said  Schmitz.  “This  one  was  par- 
ticularly special  because  it  was  the  first  time  in 
a long  time  that  all  the  countries  got  together. 

Schmitz  noted  that  over  12,000  athletes 
took  part  in  the  most  recent  Olympic  games. 

“On  a scale  from  one  to  ten,  I’d  give  Bar- 
celona about  an  eight,”  he  said.  “The  people 
of  Barcelona  couldn’t  have  been  any  nicer. 
There  were  just  a few  minor  things  that  kept  it 
from  being  the  best  one  yet.” 

Schmitz  gave  perfect  ratings  for  Los  An- 
geles and  Seoul  with  Montreal  just  a cut 
below  as  a nine. 

What  might  have  made  the  trip  a little 
more  pleasurable  would  have  been  if  two 
Olympians  from  the  Sports  Palace  had  been 
able  to  bring  home  a medal. 

David  Langon,  25,  and  Mario  Martinez, 
35,  didn’t  fare  as  well  as  one  might  have 
hoped.  Langon,  who  was  all  out  to  make  his 


first  Olympic  team,  missed  all  of  his  snatches 
while  Martinez  was  able  to  finish  a respect- 
able eighth. 

“I  really  don’t  know  what  happened  to 
Dave.  We  haven’t  really  sat  down  and  talked 
about  anything  since  we  got  back,”  said 
Schmitz. 

“I  suspect  it  had  something  to  do  with  the 
fact  that  he  just  wasn’t  able  to  carry  that  edge 
into  the  Games  like  he  did  into  the  Trials. 
There  just  wasn’t  enough  time  for  him  to 
recover,”  Schmitz  said. 

Langon,  who  will  return  to  work  full- 
time for  a while  for  his  father’s  Portola  Valley 
construction  company,  is  expected  to  make  a 
bid  for  the  1996  games  in  Atlanta,  GA. 

Martinez,  the  United  States’  best 
weightlifter  for  the  last  11  years,  according  to 
Schmitz,  did  about  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 


pected in  the  super-competitive  super- 
heavyweight  division. 

The  ’84  silver  medalist  had  a combined 
lift  total  of  385  pounds. 

"We  figured  Mario  would  go  somewhere 
between  380  and  400  pounds,”  said  Schmitz. 

Martinez,  the  Pan  Am  Games  Gold 
Medalist  in  1987,  hasn’t  thrown  in  the  towel 
just  yet  and  may  appear  at  the  ’96  Games. 

“Mario  will  reduce  his  weight  from  the 
310  pounds  that  he  is  right  now  down  to  about 
240  pounds,”  Schmitz  said.  “He’s  done  it 
before.  It’s  something  he  does  after  every 
Olympics." 

“There  were  some  really  good  battles  in  a 
lot  of  different  divisions.  Unfortunately,  the 
people  at  home  didn’t  get  to  see  many  of  them 
since  the  total  weightlifting  coverage 
amounted  to  less  than  a half  an  hour,”  said 


Schmitz. 

As  for  some  of  the  ambience  of  the 
Olympic  village,  Schmitz  said  that  the  dining 
hall,  which  could  seat  3,500  people  at  one 
time,  provided  the  best  opportunity  to  see 
people  of  various  nationalities. 

As  for  the  meals,  Schmitz  said  that  there 
was  “as  much  as  you  wanted  of  anything  you 
wanted. 

“The  Unified  Team  (formerly  the  Soviet 

Union)  loved  that  place  since  they  are  pretty 

^ much  restricted  to  a diet  of  potatoes  and  caviar 

X in  their  homeland.” 

O 

5 Schmitz  related  a couple  of  interesting 
ra  anecdotes,  one  involving  the  case  whereby  a 
n Unified  Team  member  was  asked  which  way 
g the  flag  was  supposed  to  face  since  no  one 
z else  knew,  since  it  was  the  first  medal  won  by 
S that  nation. 

T3  The  weightlifter  responded  with  a “your- 
| guess-is-as-good-as-mine”  type  remark. 

“Another  time  was  when  I waved  to 
someone  who  I thought  was  an  Iraqi,”  said 
Schmitz.  “He  was  very  emphatic  and  made  it 
quite  clear  that  he  was  not  an  Iraqi,  but  rather 
a Kurd.” 

Schmitz  was  impressed  by  the  pyrotech- 
nics display  in  both  the  opening  and  closing 
ceremonies. 

“They  had  fireworks  going  off  right  by 
your  feet.  The  place  was  so  loud,  it  sounded 
like  a war  zone,”  said  Schmitz.  “They  would 
never  had  been  able  to  get  away  with  that  here 
in  the  U.S.,  even  though  no  one  got  hurt.” 

When  asked  how  it  felt  to  return  home, 
Schmitz  said,  “I’ve  gotten  over  the  jet  lag,  but 
I’m  still  going  through  a little  post-  Olympic 
depression. 

“Still,  when  you  consider  where  some  of 
these  other  folks  have  to  go  back  to,”  said 
Schmitz,  “San  Francisco  isn’t  such  a bad  place 
to  call  home." 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


BENDIX 

BRAKES 

Special  from 

S4795 


Front  or  rear 
Pods  & shoes 
Cuo  ran  teed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$2479S 

Guaranteed 
2 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 
1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
43 1 -9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 


Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waraniy  details.  ‘Most  cars  and  light  trucks,  ‘Metallic  pads 
extra.  -We  do  not  pay  our  em 
the  repair  properly.  Cost  may 


extra.  *We  do  not  pay  our  employees  commissions.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete 
lay  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than| 


ours  by  S2.00 


$1  <50  w 

| for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHEN_WORK_l  S_DONE_HE_R  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL&r  FILTER 

Q95  * Up  to  5 quarts 


♦ Replace  Oil  Filter 
Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 


53795 


4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6: 30  & SAT  8-5 


HELP  KEEP  OUR 
SIDEWALKS 


WHILE  you 
RECYCLE 


Help  make  sure  your  block’s 
recyclables  don't  turn  Into  litter1 

No  loose  paper  in  vour  blue  bin. 

The  wind  blows  paper  into  the  street, 
so  put  paper  in  paper  bags  or  tie  securely 
with  string. 

Nn  nlastic  baas!  Plastic  bags  are 
not  accepted  in  the  curbside  program. 
When  left  behind  by  the  collector, 
they  are  easily  blown  all  over  the  street. 


Put  vour  bin  out  in  the  morning, 
not  at  nioht.  Thieves  scatter  unwanted 
materials  on  the  street.  You  can  prevent  theft 
and  litter  by  putting  your  bin  on  the  curb  on  the 
morning  of  your  collection  day  by  7:00  a.m. 

Call  330-2872  for  questions. 


$ iemenidos/ 


fA/sm  y 
l>  , chAp  en 


GREAT  MEXICAN  FOOD 
pIvChis;  282-2400 

1778  2^51  Sdrfr3r\c\sco ,CqM0 
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THE  EL  FAROLITO  TEAM:  (standing)  Rudy  Solo.  Guillermo  Valadez.  Ricardo  Prado.  Mariano  Laurian. 

Luis  Orellana.  Feliciano  Cardenus.  Raul  Ramirez.  Trino  Cervantes.  Jose  Gutierrez.  Nik  Ilatzopoulos. 
Rogelio  Lopez,  (first  row)  Jorge  Chavez.  Tony  Palma.  Jesus  Cardenas.  Samuel  del  Prado.  Elias  Fonseca. 
Salvador  Perez.  Tony  Leon,  Salvador  Lopez. 


EL  FAROLITO  TAKES  SECOND 
PLACE  IN  STATE  CUP  SOCCER 

The  El  Farolito  men’s  soccer  team 
came  within  an  eyelash  of  pulling  off  an  upset 
over  defending  State  Cup  champions,  the 
Santa  Barbara  Soccer  Club,  but  fell  short  3-2 
in  this  year’s  title  match  played  before  several 
hundred  appreciative  fans  Aug.  16th  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara. 

The  El  Farolito  team,  which  is  comprised 
of  15  of  the  best  soccer  players  in  the  Bay 
Area  and  coached  by  team  owner  Salvador 
Lopez,  previously  fought  to  a 1-1  draw  at 
Kezar  Stadium  against  their  SBSC  rivals. 

In  their  rematch,  it  appeared  as  though  El 
Farolito  would  come  away  with  n'othing  less 
than  a tie,  but  Santa  Barbara’s  Oscar  Hernan- 
dez headed  in  the  winning  goal  from  five 
yards  out  off  a Mike  Murphy  assist  with  just 
1:32  remaining  in  regulation  play. 

“That  was  a tough  way  to  lose  a game, 
but  we’re  not  going  to  make  any  excuses," 
said  El  Farolito  defender  Rogelio  Cardenas. 

“Santa  Barbara  played  a very  rough 
game.  I think  we  put  a pretty  good  fight, 
though,”  he  said. 

There  certainly  was  plenty  of  pushing 
and  shoving  going  on,  not  to  mention  an  inor- 
dinate amount  of  tripping  and  chopping  on 
both  sides.  Yellow  warning  cards  were  issued 
with  regularity  throughout  the  match. 

Two  players  were  ejected,  including  El 
Farolito  team  Captain  Jose  Gutierrez,  who  was 
forced  to  leave  the  heated  contest  on  a ques- 


tionable tripping  call  with  just  over  five 
minutes  remaining  and  the  score  tied  2-2. 

Prior  to  that,  El  Farolito  had  enjoyed  a 2- 
1 advantage  when  Samuel  Del  Prado  nailed  a 
15-yarder  into  the  net  midway  through  the 
second  half.  Antonio  Leon  was  credited  with 
El  Farolito’s  first  goal,  which  gave  them  an 
early  1-0  lead  before  going  into  the  intermis- 
sion tied  1-1. 

The  State  Cup  marked  the  end  of  an  era 
for  El  Farolito,  which  will  change  its  name  to 
Club  Deportive  Mexico  next  season. 

The  San  Francisco  Soccer  Futbol  League 
champions  certainly  have  a lot  to  be  proud  of 
despite  losing  such  a heartbreaker,  as  they 
won  the  major  division  for  the  second  straight 
season. 

“This  team  went  undefeated  for  five 
years  in  a row  and  won  by  large  margins  in 
the  minor  divisions,”  said  El  Farolito  road 
manager  Rudy  Solo.  “This  team  still  has  to  be 
considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  state.” 

MYSL  UPDATE 

The  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  con- 
tinues to  gain  members  and  momentum,  ac- 
cording to  MYSL  President  Larry 
Kischmischian. 

There  are  almost  400  youth  registered  to 
date  and  the  numbers  are  expected  to  reach  as 
high  as  700  by  the  time  the  league  starts  in 
June,  1993. 

“Right  now,  we’re  in  the  process  of  ob- 
taining funding  and  team  sponsors,”  said 


Kischmischian. 

The  University  of  California  at  San  Fran- 
cisco has  already  stepped  up  to  be  counted 
with  their  $500  donation  to  be  named  as  a 
team  sponsor. 

The  Sign  and  Display  Local  510  also 
donated  $200,  according  to  MYSL  booster 
Andy  Solow. 

Solow  and  Kischmischian,  along  with 
MYSL  Vice-President  Juan  Gonzalez,  deserve 
the  bulk  of  the  credit  for  getting  the  program 
off  the  ground.  Their  countless  hours  of 
volunteer  work  greatly  overshadows  the  ef- 
forts put  forth  by  those  down  at  the  Mayor’s 
Office,  Rec  and  Park  and  City  Hall. 

“The  Kiwanis  Club  is  also  helping  us  out 
by  sponsoring  our  booth  which  will  be  on  24th 
and  Mission  during  the  Festival  of  the 
Americas  on  September  13th,”  said  Gonzalez. 

“We’re  still  looking  for  people  to  serve 
as  coaches  or  as  referees,"  he  added. 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteering  or  con- 
tributing to  the  MYSL  can  contact  Gonzalez  at 
(415)  878-1170  or  write  to  230  Skyline  Drive, 
Box  216,  Daly  City,  CA  94015. 

RUNNING  THE  TABLES 

Some  of  the  best  basketball  players  in  the 
country  hail  from  Indiana,  the  best  racehorses 
from  Kentucky  and  some  of  the  world’s  finest 
surfers  call  Hawaii  home. 

What  about  pool  players,  you  ask?  One 
would  be  hard-pressed  to  find  a more  ac- 
complished group  of  shooters  than  the  ones 
found  almost  nightly  at  El  Farolito  (24th  and 
Mission). 

You  may  have  heard  of  A Man  Called 


Bronson.  Well,  now  there’s  A Woman 
Named  Charlie  and  she’s  every  bit  as  tough 
with  her  pool  stick. 

Last  season,  the  tough-as-nails  redhead 
led  the  Tip  Top  Inn  Womens  and  El  Farolito 
Mixed  teams  to  championship  wins. 

“I’ve  been  shooting  seriously  for  about 
20  years,”  said  Charlie. 

That  seems  hard  to  believe  since  she 
doesn’t  look  a day  over  30. 

The  El  Farolito  Mixed  team  should  be 
double  tough  with  the  addition  of  Corky  Kem, 
another  SFTPA  veteran. 

The  lady  with  a silky  smooth  stroke  and  a 
custom-made  Meucci  pool  cue  makes  a legal 
living  as  a high  school  English  teacher. 

During  one  of  her  better  nights  recently 
at  El  Farolito,  some  of  her  opponents  were 
given  a lesson  of  a different  sort  as  she  went 
on  to  a pair  of  four-game  winning  streaks. 

“My  back  was  getting  kind  of  tired 
towards  the  end,  so  I decided  to  sit  this  one 
out,”  said  Kem,  taking  a sip  from  a cold 
Miller  Draft. 

This  woman  of  mystery  mirrors  the 
image  portrayed  by  Maria  Mantequilla,  a fic- 
tional femme  fatale  who  strikes  fear  into  Mis- 
sion District  ruffians  in  my  upcoming  book 
entitled  “No  Minutes  To  Post”. 

CRUEL  JOKE  DEPT. 

The  guys  who  have  to  sell  ice  cream  at 
Candlestick  night  games. 

WISHFUL  THINKING  ITEM  NO.  7 

Giants  fan  wearing  shirt  wilh  slogan 
reading:  “Four  More  Years”. 


*************** 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


3296  22nd/Valencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7 days  o week 
Mon8am-3prn  Tue-Ffi  8 am-11  pm 
Sot-Sun  9 am-11  pm 
Breakfas’  lunch  & D,nner 


*************** 


CLAUDIA  W.  BRISSON 

Attorney  at  Law 

THE  SLUMLORD  BUSTER 


345  Franklin  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


(415)  241-7355 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPECIALIZED  schwinn 


i_i_  ~rc?F9r?«=* 

and  LOTS  MORE 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VA1ENC/A  CYCLEPY  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 


i 


Haile  you  discovered 


Serving  Unique  and 
Traditional  Thai  Cuisine 

Lunch  - dinner 
Closed  Mondays 
Beer  - Wine 

Take  Out  - Catering 

1432  Valencia 

between  25th  St  26th 

IL,  824-6655  ^ 
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A WOMAN  OF  STATUS 


ROSA  RIVERA  NAMED  TO  COMMISSION  ON  THE  STATUS  OF  WOMEN 


ROSA  RIVERA  AT  HER  MISSION  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  ASSOCIATION  OFFICE 


by  Richard  Washboume 

One  of  six  new  appointees  to  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women  is  Rosa 
Rivera,  proprietor  of  El  Nuevo  Frulilandia  res- 
taurant on  24th  Street.  She  currently  chairs 
the  24th  Street  Merchants  Association  and  is 
well  known  as  an  advocate  of  small  business 
and  for  the  economic  revitalization  of  the  Mis- 
sion. She  will  bring  considerable  administra- 
tive skills  to  her  new  post  and  should  prove  to 
be  a very  effective  commissioner. 

Since  1989  she  has  been  chair  of  the 
Physical  Improvement  and  Preservation  Sub- 
committee of  the  24th  Street  Revitalization 
Committee.  As  owner  of  a local  restaurant, 
she  is  well  aware  of  how  the  neighborhood’s 
problems,  not  least  its  dirty  streets  and  the 
dilapidated  appearance  of  some  of  its  build- 
ings, which  handicap  small  business.  She 
feels  that  these  problems  are  the  result  of  years 
of  neglect  on  the  part  of  City  Hall,  and  her 
subcommittee  has  lobbied  the  City  vigorously 
for  funds  to  revitalize  the  neighborhood.  The 
committee  recently  managed  to  get  $1  million 
from  the  city  that,  according  to  Rivera,  will  be 
used  to  extend  a facade  loan  program,  assist 
small  businesses  with  loans  and  anchor  non- 
profit agencies  that  contribute  to  the 
neighborhood’s  cultural  life. 


Eight  months  ago,  Rivera  went  to  work 
for  the  Mission  Economic  Development  As- 
sociation (MEDA)  as  its  business  consultant. 
While  many  non-profit  agencies  simply  wait 
for  the  public  to  approach  them,*  Rivera  and 
MEDA’s  executive  director,  Roberto  Bar- 
ragan,  have  sought  a more  activist  role  for 
their  agency,  working  with  the  merchants’  as- 
sociations to  identify  new  or  struggling  small 
businesses,  then  approaching  their  proprietors 
and  offering  them  various  kinds  of  assistance. 
Says  Rivera:  “Big  corporations  can  afford  to 
hire  someone  to  find  them  government  sub- 
sidies and  so  on,  but  most  small  business 
owners  are  too  busy  to  find  out  on  their  own 
about  programs  such  as  ours.” 

Much  of  Rivera’s  efforts  at  MEDA  have 
involved  countering  the  effects  on  the  com- 
munity of  redlining:  the  reluctance  of  banks 
and  S&L’s  to  loan  to  businesses  in  low  in- 
come and  minority  neighborhoods.  “In  the 
Mission  we  have  6 or  7 banks  within  10 
blocks,  obviously  making  money  off  this  com- 
munity; but  only  a small  percentage  are  usual- 
ly willing  to  make  loans  to  our  small 
businesses,”  she  points  out.  The  agency  puts 
pressure  on  the  banks  to  be  more  responsive  to 
the  needs  of  the  community  and  Rivera  draws 
on  her  23  years  experience  as  an  accountant 
and  small  business  owner  to  arrange  loan 


packages  for  small  business  owners. 

Rivera  also  holds  the  new  post  at  MEDA 
of  Enterprise  Zone  Coordinator.  She  is  in 
charge  of  implementing  a project  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Development  that  seeks  to  persuade  business 
to  relocate  to  the  Mission  through  a variety  of 
tax  and  other  incentives.  Rivera  hopes  that 
creating  such  enterprise  zones  will  stem  the 
exodus  of  large  businesses  from  the  City  and 
State. 

Rivera  was  appointed  to  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women  on  August  12th.  She 
will  be  one  of  7 commissioners  who  meet  on 
the  fourth  Thursday  of  each  month.  The  com- 
mission consults  the  Mayor  and  other  govern- 
ment officials,  agencies  and  departments  on 
any  matters  relating  to  women  It  advocates 


and  proposes  legislation  on  women’s  issues 
and  monitors  complaints  of  sexual  harass- 
ment. 

In  light  of  her  past  record,  many  people 
have  high  expectations  of  Rivera  in  the  role  of 
commissioner.  Says  Sharon  Johnson,  the 
commissions’s  executive  director:  “I’m  very 
excited  that  she’s  on  the  commission.  She  has 
shown  a high  level  of  commitment  to  women- 
owned  businesses  and  to  women’s  issues  in 
general,  and  we’re  all  inspired  by  her  succes- 
ses as  a community  activist.  What  I like  most, 
though,  is  that  she’s  bubbling  with  enthusiasm 
to  get  down  to  work.” 

Rivera  can  be  reached  in  her  capacity  as  a 
MEDA  staff  person  at  2601  Mission  Street, 
9th  Floor  (282-3334)  or  through  the  Commis- 
sion for  the  Status  of  Women  (252-2570). 


MANGO  • 
PINEAPPLE 


PALETAS  DE  FRUTA  NATURAL 
NATURAL  FRESH  FRUIT  POPSICLES 
RASPBERRY  • STRAWBERRY  • PEANUT  BUTTER 


COCONUT 


LEMON  * 
WATERMELLON 


JAMAICA  • TAMARINDO  __ 


3338  - 24th  St 

BETWEEN  MISSION.  & BARTLETT 


CATALOUPE 

ROBF.RTO  & PATRICIA  VALENZUELA  <^<L 

282-5033  OWNliRS  & OPERATORS 


Dance  Drum  Song 

Rhythms  of  the  Universe 

an  evening  with 

Escola  Nova  de  Samba  Performing  Company 


i 


Wednesday 
September  23rd 
8:30  p.m. 


1 st  Bay  Area 
Club  Appearance 

in  5 Years  !! 
Featuring  Videos  of 
San  Francisco 
Carnaval 

1987  - 1992 


Bahia  Tropical 

Franklin  & Market,  San  Francisco 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL!  (415)  661-4798 


YOU’RE  INVITED! 

CELEBRATE/ 


fc8 


ESTA  noche 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)  861-5767 

BETWEEN  MISSION  A VALENCIA 




PHOTO  BY  JOE  HAKIM 
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A young  woman  named  Norma  Jean 
Cray  leaves  her  home  on  a bright,  country 
day.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a bad  dream. 
She  and  her  companions  stop  at  a convenience 
store  where  they’re  treated  rudely  because 
they  aren’t  good  ol’  boys. 

The  physical  and  verbal  abuse  escalates 
into  a scuffle.  As  they  leave,  a police  car  ar- 
rives and,  on  the  vague  order  of  the  instigating 
cashier,  the  police,  without  question,  chase 
“them”  through  windy,  scenic  roads  turned 
into  a roller  coaster  ride  of  terror.  Fifteen  cars 
and  twenty  seven  police  officers  join  in  the  ex- 
citement. They’re  in  hunting  pursuit  of  their 
prey,  described  on  police  radios  as  “a  car  full 
of  Indians”. 

At  the  end  of  the  chase  the  police  pull  out 
semi-automatic  weapons,  spraying  the 
countryside,  all  its  critters  and  movable  ob- 
jects with  a barrage  of  bullets.  (Perhaps  these 
guys  had  watched  too  many  westerns.)  The 
Indians  have  one  .22  rifle  used  for  deer  hunt- 
ing. Norma  Jean  is  shot  once  in  the  back,  a 
cousin  in  the  groin  as  he  attempts  to  surrender, 
and  her  brQther  Hooty  is  shot  twice  in  the 
back.  It’s  at  this  moment  that  one  shot  rings 
out  from  the  .22  held  by  Hooty.  In  panicked 
self  defense  he  shoots  the  cop  who  was  shoot- 
ing him.  The  cop,  who’d  been  drinking, 
couldn’t  clearly  discern  the  right  course  of  ac- 
tion. Now  he’s  dead. 

Hooty  is  sentenced  to  death;  Norma  Jean, 
who  hadn't  touched  the  gun,  is  sentenced  to 
life  in  prison  for  “conspiracy”.  Two  years 
ago,  Hooty  was  retried  by  order  of  the  Rose 
Bird  court  and  freed  from  jail.  The  jury  found 
that  racism  in  Yreka  and  police  abuse  had 
created  the  situation  that  led  to  the  officer's 


death.  This  process  took  twelve  years  for 
Hooty. 

Norma  Jean  is  still  in  jail.  At  a recent 
parole  hearing  she  was  denied  parole  even 
though  the  judge  who  heard  Hooty ’s  case 
believes  a retrial  of  Norma  would  find  her  not 
guilty.  The  San  Francisco  Superior  Court 
recently  denied  a petition  of  habeas  corpus. 
More  petitions  to  other  courts  are  forthcom- 
ing. 

Now  we’ve  moved  from  the  police  hunt 
game  onto  the  mouse  maze  test.  The  courts 
aren’t  so  much  an  institution  of  justice  as 
they're  a bureaucratic  system.  When  a mis- 
take is  made  and  once  a person  enters  that  sys- 
tem, it  takes  many  machinations  to  correct  the 
error.  It’s  like  trying  to  correct  a bank  state- 
ment or  utility  bill.  You  have  to  get  some  ever 
changing  clerk  to  admit  the  mistake;  then  you 
have  to  fill  out  the  right  form  correctly  with 
vague  instructions,  then  send  the  form  to  the 
right  department. 

With  courts  and  prisons  there’s  a lot 
more  at  stake  than  correcting  a name  spelling 
or  getting  a refund.  Hooty  could’ve  been  ex- 
ecuted. Norma  Jean  has  had  fourteen  years  of 
her  life  and  freedom  stolen  from  her,  uncor- 
rectable  and  nonrefundable. 

Lost  in  this  procedural  chaos  is  any  sense 
of  logic  or  justice.  In  a sensible  scenario, 
since  Hooty  is  free,  Norma  Jean  should  be 
freed  automatically  because  the  reason  for  the 
charge  against  her  has  been  voided.  Currently 
her  life  sentence  still  stands  just  for  her  being 
where  a crime  wasn’t  committed.  She’ll  stay 
in  jail  until  the  right  form  is  filled  out,  sent  to 
the  right  clerk  in  the  right  department. 

The  bureaucracy  that  keeps  her  im- 
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Hand-building  and 
wheel-throwing 
classes 
Low-fire, 
raku,  and 
high-fire  reduc- 
tion 

Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional 
studio  time 

For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

NEXT  CLASSES  BEGIN 
SEPTEMBER  23rd 


LAW  OFFICES  OF 


ABBY  ABINANTI 


•Second  Parent  Adoptions 
•Wills  and  Trusts 
•Personal  Injury 
•Tenant/Landlord  Problems 
•Traditional  & Non— traditional  Family  Law 
•Co-Parenting  Agreements 
•Domestic  Partners  Agreements 
•Co-Ownership  Agreements 
•Durable  Powers  of  Attorneys 
•Separation  Agreements 
Above  the  Cafe  Commons  at 
3163  Mission  Street,  S.F.,  CA  94110 


(415)285-8010 


Norma  Jean  Croy 


prisoned  is  ihe  same  bureaucracy  that  created 
and  administers  reservations  for  indigenous 
peoples.  This  bureaucracy  keeps  the  people  in 
a state  of  poverty,  ill  health  and  danger.  It’s 
those  American  reservations  that  served  as 
Hitler’s  model  for  Nazi  concentration  camps. 
It  was  bureaucracy  that  allowed  the  extermina- 
tion (and  described  as  “terminations”)  of  mil- 
lions of  people  in  Europe.  These  are  the 
bureaucracies  that  foster  the  banality  of  evil 
that  festers  into  genocide.  It’s  this  history  that 
necessitates  the  use  of  a “cultural  defense”  to 
bring  Hooty’s  release  and  will  bring  Norma’s. 

As  a writer,  imagination  is  one  of  my 
skills.  Yet  I can’t  imagine,  or  perhaps  I can’t 
stand  to  imagine  what  it  feels  like  to  go  to  a 7- 
11  for  a bag  of  chips  and  end  up  in  a maxi- 


mum security  prison  for  the  crime  of  being  a 
Shasta  Indian.  It  takes  no  imagination  for  me 
to  know  what  it  feels  like  to  be  a citizen  of  a 
society  that  allows  this  to  happen.  I am 
ashamed. 

There’ll  be  a fundraiser  for  Norma  Jean 
Croy  on  Saturday,  September  19th  at  the 
Women’s  Building.  The  International 
Tribunal  (of  indigenous  peoples  and  oppressed 
nationalities  in  the  USA)  will  also  benefit. 
Debbie  Fier,  Carolyn  Brandy,  Tom  Ammiano, 
Happy  Hyder,  Sharon  Paige  Ritchie,  Kyos 
Featherdancing,  Vicki  Dello  Joio  and  Jac- 
queline Elizabeth  Letalien  are  the  performing 
artists.  Of  this,  I am  proud. 


MON.-FlM- 
ii  amid  M»r?Nic*v»r 

10  AM TD  I PM; 

CLO$e  M ItpmCrHT 

U39  val^nc/a  (iieotr) 

(4i^6z6>-u0<i) 


CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 

Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
491 A Guerrero  St.  (between  16th  & 17th),  SF 
(415)  255-8411 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


• OYE ! 
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CHICK’N  COOP 
Restaurant 


3036  - 16th  Street  (Betwn.  Mission  & Valencia) 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK  10:30  AM  - 8:30  PM 

Chicken  • Ribs  • Beef 
Turkey  • Ham  • Spaghetti 
LUNCH  • DINNER 
Sandwiches  • Desserts 


(k 


d tJk 


(VW 


RECESSION  BUSTER 
FAMILY  TAKEOUT  SPECIAL 

• 2 WHOLE  CHICKENS, 
POTATOES,  SALAD  ....  only  10.99 

• CHICKEN/RIB  COMBO 
POTATOES,  SALAD  & ROLL  ....  only  4.49 

Free  Delivery  Hours  11:00  am  - 8:00  pm 

864-1748 


minimum  order  $10.00 


PICARO  CAFE 


MEDIA  INTERNATIONAL 


BOOKS  VIDEO 

MAGAZINES  MUSIC 

3125- 16TH  St  861-7.7.00 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3 

Win  dolls  Theatre  of  Images  - premiere 
of  Colombian  multi-media  artist  Eponine 
Cuervo-Moll’s  “TranceMigration”  influenced 
by  pre-  Colombian  creation  mythologies  and 
psychologies.  Part  of  Theatre  Artaud’s  con- 
tinuing Summer  Dance  Project.  450  Florida, 
8:30  (also  4th),  $12, 621-7797. 

Before  the  Last  Rat  is  Cooked...  - ex- 
perience “Whatever  Happened  to  B.  B.  Jane”, 
returning  to  the  Victoria  Theatre  through  26th. 
Thursdays  through  Saturdays,  8 PM,  Sundays 
7 PM.  2961  16th  Street,  $13-15,  863-7576. 
Call  the  theatre  for  information  on  the  special 
“Win  A Dream  Dinner  Date  with  Baby  Jane 
Hudson”  on  the  5th. 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4 

Another  Unbalanced  Load  - of  perfor- 
mance, video,  film,  music  and  words  with 
Meg  Mack,  Jill  St.  Jacques,  Joshua  Michele 
Ross,  Tanya  LaTaz  and  lots  more  at  ATA,  992 
Valencia.  8:30  PM,  $3-5, 824-  3890. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5 

La  Train  du  Memoir  - exotic  activities 
and  rudimentary  behavior  at  Theatre  Artaud 
with  the  Dziga  Vertov  Performance  and  guest 
artist  Li  Chaio-Ping  A Summer  Dance  Project 
at  450  Florida,  8:30  (also  6th),  $12,  621- 
7797. 

Caffeine  Machine  - and  Studio  Four 
present  an  evening  of  music  (Gift  Horse,  Third 
Rail,  Bedlam  Court)  at  the  latter’s  perfor- 
mance space,  2702  18th  at  York.  9 PM,  $3. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8 

Le  Piano  - sushi  bar  and  lounge  with 
John  Abella  & His  Dorkestra  at  Club 
Chameleon,  853  Valencia.  8 PM,  Free,  821- 
1891. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9 

Men  Dancing  Eleven  - four  days  of 
dance  and  performance  presented  by 
Centerspace  and  the  Gary  Palmer  Dance  Com- 
pany wrap  up  the  Summer  Dance  Project  at 
Theatre  Artaud,  450  Florid.  Performances 
through  12th  at  8 PM  with  a matinee  finale 
13th  at  2 PM.  $12,621-7797. 

Off  the  Edge  of  Your  Seat  - panel  dis- 
cussion with  local  and  alien  artists  at  the  Capp 
Street  Project,  270  14th  Street.  7 PM,  $3-5, 
626-7747. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  10 

ATA  Open  Screening  - bring  your  fun- 
niest (or  bleakest)  home  videos  to  992  Valen- 
cia. 8:30  PM,  Free,  824-3890.  10  minute 

limit...  please!...  would-be  Andy  Warhols  go 
elsewhere. 

In  the  Heart  of  the  Valley  of  Love  - 
Cynthia  Kadohata  reads  from  her  new  novel,  a 
stark  vision  of  a new  world  order  set  in  the 
Los  Angeles  of  2052  at  Modem  Times.  888 
Valencia,  7:30  PM,  Free,  282-9246. 

Sinister  Wisdom  - local  lesbians  of  color 
read  and  discuss  their  lives  and  work  at  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia  at  21st.  8PM, 
$3-10.  821-4675. 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11 
Books  Not  Bombs  - publication  party  for 
Food  Not  Bombs’  vegetarian  anarchist  cook- 
book promising  “30  recipes  for  100  meals” 
plus  other  useful  stuff.  8 PM  at  Epicetner 


Zone,  475  Valencia.  Special  thanks  are 
tendered  to  Art  Agnos  and  Frank  Jordan  for 
making  the  book  possible  (if  not  necessary). 

Overlapping  Clothes  - dance  by  Jill 
Togawa  and  the  Purple  Moon  Project  explor- 
ing passion,  intimacy  and  desire  between 
women  at  Footwork,  3221  22nd  near  Mission. 
8:30  PM  (also  12th,  18th  and  19th),  $10,  824- 
5044. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12 

It’s  Back!  - Craig  Baldwin’s  relentlessly 
paranoimal  “Tribulation  99"  swoops  down  on 
ATA,  992  Valencia  along  with  other  unbeliev- 
able stuff.  8:30  PM,  S5, 824-3890. 

Lower  Your  Rent!  - citizens’  mobiliza- 
tion for  Proposition  H,  limiting  rent  increases 
to  the  inflation  rate  at  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic,  126  Hyde,  10  AM.  771-2427  (Spanish 
information  - 282-8877). 

Bent  - a powerful  drama  of  faith  and 
defiance  among  homosexuals  during  the  Nazi 
regime  opens  the  fall  season  at  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th,  playing  through  Oc- 
tober 17th.  Call  861-  5079  for  times,  prices 
and  reservations. 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13 

Don’t  Wing  It  - get  the  facts  on  exotic 
pet  bird  care  with  exotic  pet  birdwoman  Sally 
Blanchard  at  the  SPCA,  2500  16th.  $10 

material  fee,  call  554-3050  to  register. 

Third  Annual  Belly  Dancing  Fashion 
Show  - As  the  Carpet  Flies  presents  "The 
Perils  of  Karimah”,  live  performance  of 
modem  Egyptian  television  soap  opera  with 
music,  dancing  and  fashions  by  Amina  and 
Shamira  at  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  2:30  PM,  $7,  282-7910  or  992- 
1224. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14 

The  Body  Betrayed  - choreographic 
responses  to  the  issues  of  our  time  including 
AIDS,  homelessness,  racism  and  art-bashing 
in  a benefit  for  the  Parachute  Fund,  an  emer- 
gency fund  for  members  of  the  dance  com- 
munity facing  life-threatening  illness.  Too 
many  top  performers  to  list,  call  621-7797  for 
details.  Theatre  Artaud,  450  Florida,  8 PM. 
$10-100  sliding  scale.  “A  thinking  person’s 
gala  celebration  to  open  the  fall  dance 
season.” 

Honest  Prophets  - Charlie  Varon’s  one 
man  show  about  “eccentricity,  evolution  and 
finding  the  Nixon  within”  opens  at  The  Marsh 
at  its  new  space,  968  Valencia.  8 PM  through 
20th,  $7-12,  641-  0235  for  info/reservations. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15 

Erotic  Reading  Circle  - women  of  all 
preferences  and  proclivities  invited  to  read 
from  the  smutty  to  the  sublime.  “Non- 
judgmental  listening  guaranteed”  at  Good 
Vibrations,  1210  Valencia.  8 PM,  Free,  550- 
7399. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16 

Eulogy  for  a Brown  Angel  - Lucha 
Corpi  reads  from  her  new  mystery  novel  set 
against  the  Chicano  movement  in  Los  Angeles 
at  Modem  Times,  888  Valencia.  7:30  PM, 
Free,  282-9246. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17 

Life  Savings  - a group  of  forty -some- 
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thing  lesbian  tradeswomen  experience  urban 
decay,  earthquakes  and  midlife  change  in  Lin- 
hea  Due’s  reading  at  Old  Wives’  Tales,  1009 
Valencia  at  21st.  8 PM,  $3-10,  821-4675. 

Sex,  Love  and  Older  Women  - 
workshop  with  sex  therapist  Ranger  Hamilton 
at  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia.  8 PM, 
$20,  pre-  registration  required,  call  550-7399. 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18 

Going,  Going,  Gone!  - reserve  by  the 
11th  for  Centro  Latino’s  night  at  Candlestick. 
Watch  the  Giants  battle  the  Dodgers  for  per- 
haps the  last  time...  these  tickets  will  be  going 
for  a Grant  in  the  parking  lot  so  don’t  wait. 
Pre-game  tailgate  party  too.  $12,  call  861- 
8758. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19 

Mascaritas  Bilingual  Puppets  - highly 
original  and  inspiring  messages  for  children  at 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  noon,  (also  20th, 
26th  and  27th.  2868  Mission,  $4-10,  821- 
1155. 

Cyberdelic  Moovies  - in  person  come 
Britt  Welin  and  Ken  Adams  to  premiere  their 
psycedelic  “Experiment  at  Petaluma”  plus 
Marianne  Trench’s  “Cyberpunk"  with  Tim 
Leary,  William  Gibson  and  Jaron  Lanier  and 
U.S.  Navy  “Just  Say  No”  films.  ATA,  992 
Valencia,  8:30  PM,  $5, 824-3890. 

Folk  Music  of  Veracruz  - Tlen-Huicani 
makes  its  premiere  Bay  Area  appearance  in  a 
benefit  concert  for  Encuentro  del  Canto 
Popular  in  the  McKenna  Theater  at  San  Fran- 
cisco State,  1600  Holloway.  8 PM,  $8-10, 
produced  in  collaboration  with  Accion  Latina, 
252-5957. 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 

Haiti:  Killing  the  Dream  - world  theatri- 
cal premiere  at  the  Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th, 
is  a unique  perspective  into  the  September, 
1991  coup  d’etat  against  Jean  Bertrand  Aris- 
tide, the  first  democratically  elected  President 
of  Haiti.  Only  four  shows,  7:15  and  9:15  21st 
and  22nd...  filmmakers  Babeth,  Katharine 
Kean  and  Rudi  Stem  will  be  present  at  all  of 
them. 

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22 

The  Business  of  Craft  - workshop  for 
craftswomen  on  “Marketing  and  public  Rela- 
tions” at  the  Women’s  Building,  3543  18th. 
Pre-  registration  required  by  11th,  $10  fee. 
Call  the  Women’s  BUilding  at  431-1180  or 
series  organizer  Judy  Stone,  285-0572. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23 

West  Coast  Sweep  - choreography  and 
poetry  in  remembrance  of  the  50th  anniversary 
of  Japanese  American  internment  during 
World  War  II  at  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida. 
8 PM  through  26th  and  Sunday,  27th,  at  2 PM, 
$12-15,621-7797. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24 

The  Last  Magician  - a filmmaker 
voyeur  and  a hooker  with  a heart  of  gold  ex- 
plore sexual  obsession  and  social  ostracism  in 
Janet  Turner  Hospital’s  new  novel,  sampled  at 
Modem  Times.  888  Valencia,  7:30  PM,  Free, 
282-9246. 

Dowtown  - Luis  Alfaro’s  paean  to  grow- 
ing up  in  downtown  LA,  part  of  same  Solo 
Mio  fest  at  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission  through  27th.  $10-12,  695-6970. 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25 

Double  Feature  Bookparty  - Rudolfo 
Anaya  and  Sylvia  Lopez-Medina  read  from 
their  new  works  “Albuquerque”  and  “Can- 
tora”  at  Modem  Times.  888  Valencia,  7:30 
PM,  Free,  282-9246. 


Articulate  Architecture  - premiere  of 


performance/! nstallation  work  in  progress  by 
Fiona  Templeton  at  Capp  Street  Project,  270 
Nth.  8 PM  (also  26th,  3 PM),  $5-10,  626- 
7791.  Open  Rehearsals  from  the  15th  through 
26th,  12  to  5 PM,  Free. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26 

Organizing  Across  the  Color  Line  - a 
multi  racial  panel  of  activists  dissect  the"L.A. 
rebellion  and  “how  we  can  organize  across 
race,  gender  and  sexuality  lines”.  Sponsored 
by  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  and  Radical 
Women,  523A  Valencia  near  16th, call  864- 
1278  for  time  and  tendency. 

Shop  ’Til  You  Drop  - as  Good  Vibra- 
tions celebrates  the  expansion  of  its  store  at 
1210  Valencia.  11  AM  to  midnight,  550- 
7399. 

Encuentro  - An  Evening  with  Cuban 
Women  - presentation  and  discussion  spon- 
sored by  the  Venceremos  Brigade  at  the 
Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street.  7:30 
PM,  267-0606. 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27 

A Fair  to  Remember  - a day  for  women 
to  learn  about  volunteering  with  community 
organizations  serving  lesbians  and  other 
women.  Sponsored  by  Bay  Area  Career 
Women  and  the  Women’s  Building  at  the  lat- 
ter, 3543  18th,  12:30  PM.  495-5393  for  info. 

Parade  of  Historic  Fire  Engines  - Sun- 
day in  Golden  Gate  Park  may  be  a little  dif- 
ferent when  a rare  gathering  of  more  than  100 
pieces  of  vintage  fire  apparatus  dating  back  up 
to  a century  winds  from  Fulton  & 20th  to  the 
Japanese  Tea  Garden,  passing  the  DeYoung 
Museum  between  11:30  AM  and  1 PM. 
Music,  clowns  (and  maybe  101  Dalmatians?) 
too. 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 

Temporary  Girl  - Lisa  Kotin  “who  has 
been  compared  to  the  likes  of  Fanny  Brice  and 
Lucille  Ball”  portrays  the  office  worker’s 
plight  at  the  Marsh  through  October  4th.  968 
Valencia,  $7-12, 641-0235. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30 

The  Murder  of  Albert  Einstein  - is 
delved  into  by  social  critic  Todd  Gitlen  in  his 
first  novel.  Amazing  facts  revealed?  Can’t 
Modem  Times  and  ATA  somehow  get 
together  so  conspiracy  freaks  don’t  get  coded 
out  on  20th  Street...  probably  not,  888  Valen- 
cia anyway,  7:30  PM,  Free.  What  is  the  fre- 
quency, Lyndon? 

ONGOING: 

Words: 

MONDAYS  - thrash-trash  poetry  at  Club 
Chameleon  (853  Valencia,  821-1891). 

TUESDAYS  - “blabbermouth  night”  at 
Club  Cafe,  Dave  Whitaker  M.C.  invites... 
beatniks,  hippies,  poets,  punks  and  ???,  8 PM 
(920  Valencia,  821-7112). 

WEDNESDAYS  - open  mike  nite  at 
Club  Cafe,  see  above  for  the  particulars.  New 
readings  rumored  at  Three  Muses  Artspace, 
395  Valencia.  Call  864-2739  for  the  facts. 

THURSDAYS  - readings  at  Cafe  Babar 
(992  Guerrero,  282-6789). 

FRIDAYS  - Spoken  Word  Savages  at 
Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia,  usually  late  around 
10  or  10:30  PM,  641-0235. 

SATURDAYS  - Children’s  stories  at 
Mission  Library...  Baby/toddler  lapsits  to  3 yrs 
old  11  AM,  Spanish  language  story  time  at 
noon  for  younger  kids.  Free  afternoon  poetry 
at  the  Welcome  Mat,  1-3  PM,  (807  Valencia, 
647-3663). 

SUNDAYS  - Poetry  Above  Paradise,  301 
Folsom  at  11th,  8 PM,  sometimes  free,  some- 
times not.  861-6906. 

Recovery:  Support  group  for  men 
molested  as  boys  with  therapist  Bill  Pike 
beginning  in  October,  call  552-4270  before 
September  25th.  Substance  abuse  counseling 
for  gays  and  lesbians  through  the  18th  Street 
Services,  861-4898. 


Cesar’s  Latin 
Palace 


The  Best  in  Live  Latin  Music  & Disco  Dancing 

3140  Mission  St.  at  Army 
648-6611 


Latin 

All 

Stars 

D.J.  Freddy 


Fri  - Sat  & Sunday  9 PM 
Salsa/Mambo  Dance  Lessons 


Continuous  Dancing  Until  5 AM 


ROMEROS 

STEAM  CLEANING 

RAUL  AND  OFELIA  ROMERO 

2840  - A FOLSOM  ST. 

©415-641-7816 


STOVE  HOODS  • EXTRACTORS  • DUCT’S  • CONCRETE  • GARAGES 
KITCHEN  REPAIRS:  STOVES,  OVENS,  GAS-STEAM  TABLES  SALAMANDERS 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


PAGE  26  • NEW  MISSION  NEWS 


SEPTEMBER  1992 


ELVIS 


i6tl'  i MISSION  CAFETERIA 

CHINESE  AND  AMERICAN 
FOOD  TO  GO 

1$  /;  • M 


by  A1  Rose 

I LUNK.  PLUNK.  PLUNK. 

His  guitar  playing  was  not  complex.  He 
kept  his  chord  hand  fixed  in  one  position.  His 
fingers  did  not  move.  He  had  his  name  scrib- 
bled on  a ripped  piece  of  cardboard.  Large 
black  letters: 

THE  REAL  ELVIS. 

I have  seen  many  Elvis  street  guitar 
players  across  the  country.  It  seems  like  every 
city  in  America  has  one.  I had  to  ask  him  why 
he  was  the  real  Elvis. 

“I  don’t  hurt  anymore.  All  my  tears  have 
run  dry.” 

(I  waited  for  him  to  finish  his  song.) 

A passerby  glared  at  Elvis.  And  yelled: 

“YOU’RE  HURTING  MY  EARS. 
MAN!” 

Plunk.  Plunk.  Plunk. 

“I  don’t  hurt  anymore.  All  my  tears  have 
run  dry.” 

Another  passerby  told  Elvis: 

“Man  — you  are  about  to  find  out  what  it 
is  really  like  to  hurt  if  you  don’t  move  on 
down  the  street.  If  you  don’t  move  — I am 
going  to  put  some  real  hurt  ON  YOU!" 

Plunk.  Plunk.  Plunk. 

Elvis  moved  down  to  16th  Street  and 
Mission.  There  was  a policeman  standing  on 
the  corner.  They  viewed  each  other  as  if  they 


had  had  many  past  encounters  and  knew  each 
other  all  too  well. 

Plunk.  Plunk.  Plunk. 

Same  chord.  Same  sound.  Same  song. 

"1  don’t  hurt  anymore.  All  my  tears  have 
run  dry.” 

A young  boy  came  walking  up.  He  said 
something  to  Elvis.  Elvis  nodded  his  head. 
They  walked  to  the  Bart  Station.  Disappeared 
into  the  men’s  room. 

I waited  for  Elvis  to  return  to  Mission 
Street. 

Plunk.  Plunk.  Plunk. 

Same  chord.  Same  sound.  Same  song. 

I talked  to  Elvis.  I told  him,  as  a 
newspaper  reporter,  I have  seen  a lot  of  hurt- 
ing people.  People  who  wake  up  with  a hurt 
expression  on  their  faces.  People  who  go 
through  the  entire  day  with  hurt  expressions 
on  their  faces.  People  who  fall  asleep  with  a 
hurt  expression  on  their  faces.  I told  him  I feel 
that  hurt  too.  I asked  him  if  he  had  some- 
thing/anything that  would  help  take  the  hurt 
away. 

“I  got  what  you  need,"  he  told  me. 

We  walk  to  the  Bart  Station. 

“Did  you  know,”  he  asks  me,  “that  Jesus 
was  a fag?” 

“You  better  be  careful,  Elvis.  Some 
people  get  real  upset  when  they  hear  someone 
talking  about  their  god,  in  a way  they  find  is 
utterly  distasteful.” 

“Hey — dude — chill  out.  Peter.  Paul. 


Mark.  John.  Joseph.  Have  you  noticed? 
Jesus  surrounded  himself  with  nothing  but 
MEN.  And  all  of  them  were  HIS  MALE 
LOVERS." 

“They  didn’t  have  homosexuals  in  those 
days.” 

“But  have  you  noticed?  They  all  wore 
dresses.” 

“They  didn’t  have  pants  in  those  days.” 

“I  TELL  YOU,  JESUS  WAS  A TRUE 
BLUE  CLOSET  FAG,  IF  EVER  THERE 
WAS  ONE.” 

“But  they  didn’t  have  the  word  FAG,  in 
those  days.” 

“Those  days  are  these  days,  nothing  at  all 


has  changed.  I tell  you...  when  Jesus  made  his 
ascension  he  should  have  made  it  out  of  a 
closet.  He  was  nothing  but  a closet  faggot-" 

“But  they  didn’t  have  closets  in  those 
days.” 

We  are  about  to  enter  the  men’s  room.  I 
stop.  I hand  him  five  dollars. 

“What  is  that  for?"  he  asks  me. 

I tell  him: 

(...  the  famous  line  from  the  movie...) 

“PLAY  IT  ONE  MORE  TIME.  SAM.- 

Plunk.  Plunk.  Plunk. 

Same  chord.  Same  sound.  Same  song. 

“I  don’t  hurt  anymore..." 


□ 


SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 


OPEN  MONDAY  - SATURDAY 
LUNCH  12:00  - 4:00  • DINNER  5:30  - 10:00 

SUNDAY  CLOSED 

2140  Mission  Street  'Between  17th  and  18th  (415)  861-0972 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
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I or  untold  thousands  of  millenia,  since 
before  that  primal  dawn  when  our  first  ances- 
tors wriggled  up  from  the  slime  of  a blind 
creation,  monstrous  Cthulhu  has  abided  in  His 
undersea  capitol  of  R’lyeh.  Great  Cthulhu  — 
once  a galactic  voyager,  banished  from 
strange  spheres  beyond  the  curve  of  space  to 
become  the  scion  of  that  ancient,  evil  race 
who  ruled  over  the  swamps  and  steaming 
jungles  of  earth’s  youth  — worshipped  by  the 
lizard-men  of  Valusia  until  He  brought  them 
ruin  — He  Who  Shakes  The  World  With 
Baleful  Laughter,  squatting  on  His  throne 
amidst  the  teeming  of  the  lightless  deep  — a 
foul,  pot-bellied  mass  of  tentacles  and 
squamous  flesh  in  which  a hundred  eyes  and 
mouths  flap  open  and  shut  in  darkness  that  is 
more  than  the  mere  absence  of  light  — a dark- 
ness that  is  the  effluvium  of  evil  in  its  purest 
form,  through  which  the  bubbles  of  His  awful 
flatulence  rise  like  dreams  of  the  deranged. 

Why,  you  may  ask,  would  such  a promis- 
ing potential  candidate  refrain  so  long  from 
seeking  public  office?  Because:  although  His 
body  may  repose  beneath  the  waters,  His 
thoughts  roam  freely  over  the  political 
landscape;  His  dreams  go  forth  on  psychic 
tentacles  into  the  puny  minds  of  the  electorate; 
His  policies  of  Darwinian  competition, 
destruction  of  the  weak,  intolerance  for  other 
life  forms,  and  the  glorification  of  greed  and 
mindless  appetite  have  long  been  held  in  favor 
by  most  of  earth’s  ruling  elite,  from  Ninevah 
to  Washington,  D.C. 

Which  is  not  to  say  that  the  Big  Guy 
plans  to  spend  all  eternity  on  the  sidelines.  It 
is  whispered  that  someday,  “when  the  stars  are 
right”,  Great  Cthulhu  and  His  minions  shall 
rise  again... 

Two  weeks  ago,  the  GOP  convened  in 
Houston.  I bought  myself  a jar  of  pickled  pig 
snouts,  a case  of  cough  syrup  and  settled  back 
to  watch  the  astral  channel,  broadcast  from  the 
7th  planet  orbiting  Aldebaran,  stronghold  of 


another  Elder  Race  hostile  to  Cthulhu.  It  al- 
lows us  to  perceive  the  full  trans-dimensional 
spectrum  of  events  behind  what  we  can  see 
and  hear...  no  special  glasses  like  the  ones  that 
Rowdy  Roddy  Piper  had  to  put  on  in  “They 
Live!”  needed,  no  commercials! 

Well,  the  first  thing  you  have  to  get  used 
to  with  the  astral  channel  is  the  ghosts  — and 
there  were  plenty  of  ghosts  in  that  hall  in 
Houston,  the  night  George  Bush  accepted  his 
second  nomination.  In  the  upper  galleries 
were  ghosts  from  Panama,  from  Nicaragua; 
tangled  masses  of  the  dead  from  the  deserts  of 
Iraq,  buried  alive  by  the  thousands;  gaunt- 
faced old  women  and  men  from  Baghdad, 
killed  for  what?  Cold  hatred  flickered  in  their 
lidless  eyes;  the  same  cold  hate  that  crackled 
in  the  eyes  of  thousands  more  who  roamed  the 
floor  of  that  hall:  our  own  domestic  ghosts 
who  died  in  poverty  of  AIDS,  or  on  the 
streets... 

Born  in  the  U.S.A.,  in  death  the  sub- 
stance of  their  mutilated  spirits  trickled  down 
on  the  convention  floor  to  ooze  and  seep 
among,  between  and  through  the  pork-fed 
bodies  there  assembled:  twisted  spirits  taught 
in  the  Reagan  80s  to  breathe  an  atmosphere  of 
hate;  whose  soulless,  astral  remnants  are  the 
final  products  of  hate,  still  bleeding  from 
their  wounds,  still  hungry...  And  a tattered, ec- 
toplasmic banner  is  unfurled  among  them: 
“CTHULHU  FOR  PRESIDENT!"  They 
begin  to  chant  it,  causing  sound  equipment, 
teleprompters,  every  piece  of  electronic 
hardware  in  the  hall  to  sputter  and  malfunc- 
tion... delegates  begin  to  mill  about,  colliding, 
mooing  in  confusion  as  Barry  Gold  water 
pounds  the  podium  with  his  own  severed 
penis,  and  the  astral  double  of  our  President 
shrieks  at  the  delegation  of  the  dead  to  “SIT 
DOWN  AND  SHUT  UP!” 

The  ground,  the  tv  cameras  start  to  shake 
in  rhythm  to  a vague  sloshing  noise  coming 
from  the  outside  while,  in  a floating  skybox, 
Eric  Severeid  is  heard  to  comment:  “This 


could  be  a more  significant  political 
phenomenon  than  the  candidacy  of  Ross 
Perot.  Even  if  Cthulhu  throws  his  support  to 
the  Republican  nominee  as  He  has  done  in 
past  elections,  it  looks  as  though  these  grass- 
roots delegates  might  not  let  him  do  it! 

“An  indescribable  stench  is  filling  the 
auditorium,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  like  entrails 
of  an  exploded  cuttlefish  — the  ground  is 
heaving,  pitching  — walls  are  bending  in- 
ward, caving  in  — some  kind  of  plasmic  sub- 
stance oozing  through  the  doors  and  windows 

— tentacles!  — a long  green  snakey  one  is 
shooting  out  toward  the  podium  — my  God, 
it’s  tearing  through  the  President’s  trousers! 

— the  wriggling  blind  tip  is  entering  the  ex- 
ecutive sphincter  — yards  and  yards  of  it  are 
pushing  up  him  as  he  flails  — Great  Cthulhu 
is  taking  possession  of  the  President’s  body 
in  mid-speech!” 


The  conventional  vision. 


“MY  FELLOW  REPUBLICANS, 
THOSE  BASTARDS  FROM  ALDEBARAN 
CAN’T  TOUCH  ME  NOW!  I’VE  GOT  A 
MANDATE  FRO**  THE  DEAD  TO  MAKE 
SURE  YOU  PUNY  AMATEURS  GET  EX- 
ACTLY WHAT  YOU  DESERVE!” 

The  crowd  of  ghosts  is  cheering  wildly, 
tearing  at  each  other,  shredding  themselves 
like  bacon  for  Great  Cthulhu  to  digest  — and 
the  regular  delegates  are  cheering  too,  having 
heard  President  Bush’s  acceptance  speech  as 
broadcast  on  the  other  channels,  without  the 
benefit  of  trans-dimensional  enhancement... 

As  the  picture  flickers  out,  the  dead  an- 
nouncer gives  a bone-  weary  smile:  “And  that 
about  wraps  it  up  for  us  here  at  ATV.  This 
was  Eric  Severeid,  saying:  Thank  you, 
America,  and  good  night.” 

Frank  Deadbeat 
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